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Convinced or Confused?

HOW TO ENJOY THE SHOW
Display begins at dusk at
Immanuel Baptist Church
Parking available at VOA and
other nearby lots
Listen live in our parking lot or
tune in on 99.9 FM
Bring chairs and watch from
Immanuel or nearby
Enjoy concessions and vendors
at Immanuel
Immanuel is located at 2680
E. M-21, Corunna

By Dr. Jason Georges

Pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church

LIVING CONVINCED AMID
A CONFUSED WORLD
America is in a state of confusion.
Cultural chaos is eroding the foundations of our society. Self-evident truth, which is the basis for
logical discussion and productive
disagreement, is forsaken in favor
of self-indulgent illusions of an
unconfined existence. As a result,
truth is no longer a boundary that
governs the morality of behavior,
the definition of identity, or the formation of policy. Worse yet, those
who hold to timeless, undeniable
truths are intimidated into remaining silent and surrendering for fear
of being personally demonized and
professionally destroyed. Amid the
sea of fluid ideology and identity, is
there a solid rock upon which one
can remain convinced?
The current contest is not the same

old political pendulum of conservative versus liberal circa the Reagan versus Carter era, but a more
insidious proposition. Can you be
convinced of anything? Do inalienable unchangeable truths exist?
The real world requires undisputed
truth. We demand an airline pilot
know the difference between up
and down. We expect a dollar to
be equivalent to four quarters. We
trust that when Google or Siri says
to turn right, we share the same
definition of which direction is
right. If right and left, up and down,
dollars and cents suddenly become
fluid ideas of personal preference,
life would come to a catastrophic
halt. This is reality.
One does not get to select truth
as we select food from a menu
or clothing from a store. It is not
subject to feelings or emotions,
but rather is the fixed point that
emotions help us navigate. If I am

scared (an emotion) of falling off
a cliff, I do not change the truth of
the cliff but my proximity to the
cliff. Changing truth to accommodate feelings is irresponsible and
inhumane. It is the equivalent of
encouraging a person who wants
to be a bird to jump off a cliff. Yet
the elites of academia, politics,
and even pseudo-religion are doing just that by championing ideas
contrary to self-evident truth. The
ensuing confusion from their erroneous ideas leads a generation to
the brink of collapse as they grope
in the darkness for something secure to take hold of, something of
which to be convinced. The fantasy of a life unconstrained by absolute truth is a nightmare.
Truth exists because God exists.
Continued on
the next page
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Convinced or
Confused?
“He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a
God of truth and without iniquity,
just and right is he.” (Deuteronomy
32:4)
God is truth. To say there is no
truth is the equivalent of saying
there is no God. When you view
the world through the lens of God
and His Word, it is easy to be convinced of the truth. Yet, to remove
God from the mind of man and
consciousness of society leads to
the confusion we are experiencing
today. Confusion is the expected
outcome in the absence of truth;
however, confusion gives way to
clarity when God is true because
“God is not the author of confusion.” Hence, what is confusing in a
godless world has crystal clarity in
a God-centered world. When you
apply the clarifying truth of God
to the confusing questions our society is currently facing, you will
become convinced.
BE CONVINCED OF RIGHT
AND WRONG
Our culture struggles with the
moral authority to classify behavior as right or wrong. On the one
hand, it is guided by a hedonistic
philosophy of “if it feels good, do
it,” and on the other, a pseudo virtue signalling of “wearing a mask
makes you good” and “woke is
right.” God warns against such human reason, “There is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death.”
(Proverbs 14:12) Right is what God
says is right, and wrong is what God
says is wrong. “For the word of the
LORD is right; and all his works
are done in truth. (Psalm 33:4) A
moving morality based on societal whims is confusing, but a static
morality based on the unchanging

words of God is convincing.
BE CONVINCED OF THE
BEGINNING OF LIFE
This summer, the United States
Supreme court is set to make a
landmark decision, potentially
overturning the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision, which legalized abortion.
At the heart of the abortion debate
is the question “when does life begin?” Abortion advocates argue
many of the issues that surround
an “unwanted” pregnancy, from
a woman’s health to the inconvenience of a child, neither of which
answer the real question, “when
does life begin?” Modern medical
technology now makes it possible
to see a child in the womb, listen to
its heartbeat, and record its brain
activity, all classic indicators of life.
Actually, much fewer indications
of life are required to make scientists excited about “potential” life
on Mars. The abortion debate is
confused with the cries of “women’s rights” and “fetus viability,” but
God is clear: “before I formed thee
in the belly I knew thee; and before
thou camest forth out of the womb
I sanctified thee...” (Jeremiah 1:5)
The Bible makes you convinced
that life begins at conception and
taking a life is murder.
BE CONVINCED OF THE
DISTINCTION OF GENDER
During her confirmation hearing,
Supreme Court Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson was asked to define
the word “woman,” she replied,
“I’m not a biologist.” Because of
cultural confusion, a person asked
to decide the most pressing constitutional questions of our day is unable to answer what every kindergartener knows by the first day of
school. Gender was never confusing until we made it confusing. This
confusion has led to male athletes
competing against female athletes
with astounding success. Soon, every woman’s athletic record will be
held by a man — wouldn’t that be

considered a reversal of women’s
rights? Truly, society is wandering
down a path of delusion aided by
the silence of people afraid to question lunacy. Again, what society
makes confusing the Bible makes
very clear, “So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female
created he them.” (Genesis 1:27)
It is not abnormal to be convinced
boys are boys and girls are girls.
BE CONVINCED OF THE
RIGHTS OF PARENTS
The current confusion of society is
now infiltrating our local schools.
Schools that were originally intended to bring clarity to confusing subjects like algebra are now
the laboratories of ideological social engineering. Recently, local
parents were informed that school
restrooms would no longer be segregated by gender. A male student
is now permitted to use the same
restroom as a female student. This
policy change is the result of the
confusion previously mentioned.
More alarming than the policy
change is the idea that parents have
been informed they do not have
a say in this matter. Here lies the
confusion: who is responsible for
a child — the government school
or the child’s parent? Parents unequivecly have the final authority
over who shares the restroom with
their child,

their child, or what medical procedures will be performed on their
what the curriculum teaches their
child. There ought to be no confusion here: children belong to
their parents as God gave them.
“Lo, children are an heritage of the
LORD: and the fruit of the womb
is his reward.” (Psalm 127:3) Parents have a responsibility to raise
“them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Parents, be
convinced you have the final say in
your child’s life.
BE CONVINCED OF THE
REALITY OF JESUS
The confusion we are witnessing
in society results from not obeying
the voice of the Lord. The prophet
warned ancient Israel, “But thou
shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of
the LORD their God, nor receiveth
correction: truth is perished, and
is cut off from their mouth.” (Jeremiah 7:28) When God is disregarded, the truth will perish. Yet,
we are not without hope, for God
has made available to us the truth
in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6)
Jesus makes men convinced of the
truth because He is the truth. To
receive Christ is to receive the confidence to be convinced.

Ketanji Brown Jackson

Boundary of former
Soviet Union

(Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin)
Pool Photo via AP, File)

Russia Views Invasion as a Holy War
By Dr. Douglas Levesque
Founder of the Bible Nation Society
The Russian invasion of Ukraine
has definite religious overtones.
The history of these two peoples
is grounded in the spiritual beliefs
they have shared for a thousand
years. Kiev was Christianized first,
while the Rus people remained
pagan.
Time and circumstance
made it convenient for the Rus to
“convert” to Christianity, and Kiev to
be the “Rome” of the Slavic peoples.
Of course, Russia dominated
Ukraine politically, militarily, and
geographically. The two peoples
had two languages, but they shared
the same Orthodox Christianity.
They were separate in doctrine,
practice, and calendar from the
Roman Catholics of Western
Europe and aligned with the Greek
Orthodoxy that was centered in
Constantinople, Turkey.
The
Russians
consider
the
Ukrainians
as
inferior
“little
Russians” and their language
“little Russian.” They disallowed
publication of Ukrainian language
books and Bibles as long as they
could, and more or less bullied
the Ukrainian church through the
millennia of their existence. This
mental, spiritual, and cultural
difference is under the surface, but
has fueled a rivalry that is felt at
the core of both peoples. For this
reason, the Russian Archbishop
Kiril has sided with President Putin
in this war, fueled the dictator’s
autocratic rule, and pushed for
Russian language and religious
“deliverance” of the Ukrainian
“heretics.” Putin fancies himself
Russia’s and its Orthodox church’s

mini-messiah. This invasion is
couched in the religious overtones
of a “deliverance” of Russian
language speaking peoples living
in Ukraine. This is an unwelcome
deliverance for most. The Ukrainian
border is being propagandized as
an American border in order to
put fear into the Russian people
and justified as a war of defense.
In addition, Russian troops are
also on the Israeli border with the
added role of being the defender
of Russian Orthodoxy in the Middle
East. The Russian Orthodox church
has a storied history in Israel and
Jerusalem.

They have had a thousand year
continuous presence in the Holy
Land. Russia claims to be interested
in upholding the friendly government
of President Assad’s Syria, claiming
Syria’s former capital of Antioch as
a vital Christian interest that they
want to protect. However Russia is
also on the Golan Heights border.
One day before the Ukrainian
invasion, Russia renounced Israel’s
sovereignty over the Golan, putting
the Israelis on alert. If the Ukrainian
border is not sacred to Russia, and
the Israeli border is also in flux,
could the Russians also invade the
Golan in this religious war?

Jerusalem
has
also
become
embroiled in this holy war. Russian
flagship, the Moscow, was sunk by
a Ukrainian missile. The ship went
down, with a supposed sacred piece
of the cross of Jesus on board. Putin’s
loss had to be immediately rectified
and so he demanded a piece of
Jerusalem near the temple mount be
given to Russia as agreed in a circa
1500’s document by a former Csar.
Apparently, former Prime Minister
of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu,
agreed to such a recognition in
exchange for a prisoner swap during
his tenure. Current Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett was the first to go
to Moscow with peace offerings to
Putin because he knows just how
fragile the relationship with Russia
is.
Ukrainian President Zelensky also
happens to be a Jew and is one of
the few Jews to be a head of state
outside of Israel. His connection
with Israel is very real though he,
Bennett, and the world are barely
mentioning it.
In Putin’s curious psychology,
invading a nation led by a Jew is only
a step away from invading Israel
proper. Russia’s trajectory South
may be headed toward the Holy
Land itself.
Note: Ezekiel 38 tells of a future
Russian invasion of Israel that is
defeated by God Himself. This
is known as the Battle of Gog
and Magog. It includes Iran as a
belligerent. Never has this prophecy
been closer to fulfillment than now.
This war is not only of a spiritual
nature it just may be the beginning of
something prophetic.

(AP/Jim Hollander, Pool/File)

A COMMON ROADBLOCK

By D. James Kennedy

Evangelist, Broadcaster, Author

A professor of philosophy in
a university was lecturing on
the lack of certainty in our
age.
“Certainty is impossible,” he
said. “We can know nothing
for certain.”
A freshman raised her hand
and asked “Professor, are you
sure of that?”
“I’m certain!” he replied.
Yes, we live in an age of uncertainty. We’re learning more
and more about everything
and yet we seem to know less
and less for sure.
KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW
In contrast, the first followers
of Jesus were characterized
by their certainty. They didn’t
guess . . . or hope . . . or wish.
They knew for certain. They
were even willing to die for
that certainty!
They said, “We know that our
sins are forgiven. We know
that we are the children of
God. We know that to die is to
be present with the Lord. We

know that nothing can separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus, our
Lord.”

nal certainties. I’d like to ask
you, ‘When you die, do you
know for certain that you will
go to heaven?’”

Unfortunately, most people
don’t have such confidence
when it comes to eternal life.
They hope, they wish, they
would like to think, but they
don’t know for certain. As a
result, they have no confidence in the face of death,
which is tied to the certainty
that we know we have eternal
life. Yet, they often decide to
put off thinking about death
and dying until their “later
years.”

He set his jaw and looked
down for quite a while. When
he lifted his face he said, “No,
I don’t know.”

KNOWING MAKES A BIG
DIFFERENCE
Some time ago I spoke at a
meeting of a group of churches. After speaking one morning, I made my way outside for
some fresh air. As I passed by
the church kitchen I saw a giant of a man washing dishes.
“Good morning! How are you
today?” I said. He returned
my greeting.
We shared some small talk.
Then I said, “I’m in town conducting a spiritual workshop,
and we’re talking about eter-

“Are you aware that it is possible to know that?” I asked.
“Oh, yes. You see, I’m a
preacher. I work here in the
daytime, but I have my own
church.”
I shared with him about God’s
grace and how he could know
that he had eternal life. I explained that Christ had paid
for all of our sins and that if we
trust in Him we can know that
we are on our way to heaven. Then he and I bowed our
heads to pray, and he placed
his trust in Christ.
Before, he had been trusting
in his own efforts to be worthy
to go to heaven. He had been
trusting in his life as a minister to gain acceptance with
God. But that day he agreed
there was nothing good
enough that he could bring to
God, and he placed his faith
in Christ.

That reminds me of what a
man named John Gerstner
once said, “Christ has done
everything necessary for [the
sinner’s] salvation. Nothing
now stands between the sinner and God but. . . .”
But what? What is this roadblock that stands between so
many people and their salvation by the gracious, forgiving God? That roadblock, he
continued, is “the sinner’s
‘good works!’” Not their sins,
but their good works, and
their delusion that they do
not need Christ and that their
own good works can satisfy
God.
Romans 3:12b …there is
none that doeth good, no, not
one.
FALSE ASSURANCE AND
CERTAINTIES
It’s exactly like the Bible—
God’s book to humankind —
says:
Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is
deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked; who can
know it?
Unfortunately, many people
don’t awaken to their error
until it’s forever too late. How
many people in the first five
minutes after death would
give anything for simply one
minute to get right with God?
Do you have certainty about
eternity? Do you know for
sure?
Throw away all trust in your
own goodness. Look to the
cross of Jesus Christ. See him
who suffered the agony of the
condemned in your place,
who received from his own

Father the penalty we deserve
and then rose from the dead.
Christ himself “bare our sins
in his own body on the tree
[cross]” (1 Peter 2:24). Transfer all of your hopes from what
you have done to what He has
done for you at Calvary. Place
your trust in Him alone.

The Bible tells us in the book
of Romans:

Do you know that you have
eternal life?

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 5:12-13 He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath
not life. These things have I
written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that
ye have eternal life, and that
ye may believe on the name
of the Son of God.

Romans 3:23 For all have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;
You are a sinner in need of a
Savior.

God loves you in spite of your
sin and sent His Son to die for
you.

YOU’RE
INVITED

FOR MORE INFO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Romans 6:23 For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Cry out to Jesus and you can
be saved.

Through Christ’s sacrifice,
you can have the gift of eternal life.

Lord Jesus Christ, I know I am
a sinner and do not deserve
eternal life. But, I believe you
died and rose from the grave
to purchase a place in heaven
for me. Lord Jesus, come into
my life; take control of my life;
forgive my sins and save me.
I repent of my sins and now
place my trust in you for my
salvation. I receive the free
gift of eternal life.

Romans 10:8-9 That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday School
Sunday Morning
Sunday Night
Wednesday Night

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Here’s a suggested prayer:

CONTACT INFO
989-743-6700
info@immanuelalive.com
@ImmanuelAlive

2680 E. M-21 Corunna, MI 48817 (Across from Meijer and LAFCU)

Text “VISIT” to 989-623-1995 or scan
the QR code to plan a visit with us!

CONVINCED TO

MULTIPLY
By Pastor Josh Levesque

Pastor of Dearborn Baptist Church
Church planting has always been
at the heart of Immanuel Baptist
Church. Just over twenty-six years
ago, Immanuel was a church plant
itself, starting in a farmhouse on
M-21. Within its first ten years,
Immanuel sent out another five
church planters to begin working
in other communities. As part of its
twenty-fifth anniversary celebration,
Immanuel renewed its commitment
to starting new churches with a
vision to start five new churches in
the region by 2030. Pastor Jason
Georges sees this as just a portion
of a larger vision to see as many as
thirty new churches planted in the
Great Lakes Region over the next
decade (see http://greatlakes30.
com.)

well known as the headquarters of
Islam here in Michigan and across
North America. As many as half of
Dearborn’s 110,000 residents are of
some Arab descent, making it the
highest percentage Arab population
outside of the Middle East. With
the population changing over the
past decade, many churches closed
or relocated making way for over
a dozen Mosques across the city.
Pastor Levesque became convinced
of the great need for Gospel work in
the city and of a new local church to
accomplish that work.
Since the announcement in the fall
of 2020, the Levesque family has
relocated to Dearborn and seen
a great start to Dearborn Baptist
Church. They spent the summer
of 2021 distributing a specialized
edition of the Gospel of John and

weather. Each family

John and Romans distribution meeting at Allen Park in Dearborn, MI
that received warm clothing also
received the Bible in their language,
many for the very first time. Just now
nearing ten months old, Dearborn
Baptist Church is preparing to move
into its first permanent facility! The
Lord has greatly provided for this
new church to obtain a historic
church property of nearly six acres
right in the heart of Dearborn. This
property will greatly increase the
ability of the church to reach out
to the community through events
and activities. Through the power
of church planting, Shiawassee
County has had a spiritual impact
in Dearborn and has a greater
potential impact across the world!

As this new church continues to
grow, we are excited to see where
the next church plant might be.
As populations grow and many
ministries struggle to recover after
the pandemic, the need for new
churches is greater than ever!
Please pray with us as Christ
instructed his disciples,
“The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the labourers are few; Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth labourers
into his harvest.”

Pastor Josh preaching at Dearborn Baptist Church
This new vision was accompanied
by the announcement of the first
of these churches to be started in
Dearborn, Michigan by Immanuel’s
Assistant, Pastor Joshua Levesque,
accompanied by five other families
from Immanuel. Dearborn is a
special city in Michigan, as the
hometown of Henry Ford, it is the
birthplace of the Auto Industry that
has shaped our state. It is a center
of our culture, industry, and history.
But Dearborn has become more

Romans to every household in
Dearborn. On September 12,
2021, they held their first services,
meeting at the Doubletree Inn on
Ford Rd in the center of Dearborn.
The following months brought new
opportunities to minister from the
hotel. When hundreds of refugees
from Afghanistan were placed in the
same hotel where the new church
was meeting, they organized a local
coat drive to prepare these families
for the reality of the Michigan

Dearborn Baptist Church hosting a coat drive for Afghan refugees that fled to the U.S.

BIBLE NATION PODCAST
The Bible Nation Society is dedicated to increase
and diffuse knowledge about the Bible and
promote its positive effects upon society.

Season 1 episodes include
◆ The Tyranny of COVID and its Response
◆ What’s Wrong with Global Governance?
◆ The Problem with LGBTQ Pride
◆ A Biblical Perspective on Critical Race Theory
◆ What is “Liberty” in America
◆ No Mandates... Education is a Choice
◆ The Great Reset

AVAILABLE ON MOST MAJOR PODCASTING PLATFORMS

JUNE 26

free to all

Join us for a day of patriotic speeches, music, and a live Revolutionary War inspired battle!
Come back Sunday night for fireworks!
Historical speeches begin at 9:30 AM followed by a Revolutionary Era sermon and battle at 10:30 AM.
Parking lot activities and seating for the fireworks will open at 5 PM.
Fireworks show and inflatables are FREE; various food trucks and vendors will be present.

