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Faith, Freedom & Fireworks
Celebrating the values
which guide us during
unsettling times

the anchor holds. It is the sacred values
of faith and freedom in God that have
guided America through its greatest
struggles, and they will be the loyal
friends that will lead us through our
current troubles. Such friends found in
By Pastor Jason Georges
such sacred values bestowed by such a
ImmanuelAlive.com
good God are worthy of celebration, a
Thomas Paine famously wrote during firework celebration!
the American Revolution, “these are
The threat of Covid-19 gripped our
the times that try men’s souls.” Today,
nation
this spring, unlike any other
just as then, we have found ourselves
threat
in our lifetimes. Scientists
in a season of trials that have strained
the cords which bind civil society. It is theorized that the “invisible enemy”
during times of enormous pressure lurked in unsuspecting hosts and
that people, communities, and nations would potentially infect and kill
reveal their core values. These are the millions. National leaders scrambled
beliefs that act as moorings holding a for a response resorting to pulling
ship steady amid tempestuous seas. the national “emergency brake” to
And when the dawn breaks and the bring regular society to a jolting halt.
storm subsides, the sailor rejoices that The fear of dying overwhelmed an

entire population. Yet for millions of
Americans, faith in Jesus, the One who
came back from the dead, sustained
them through dark days. The Psalmist’s
words were lived right before our eyes,
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.”
Faith over fear emboldened churches
to continue to safely assemble, medical
professionals to care for the infirmed,
business owners to pivot, and families
to draw near instead of distant. The
hymn writer penned the words, “Faith
is the victory! O glorious victory, That
overcomes the world.” Such victorious
faith is worthy of celebration!
The
health
repercussions
of
Covid-19 were not the only dangers
we experienced but also threats to
liberties. Governments wielded a
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heavy hand to crush the virus that
also crushed individual liberties. Our
constitution and bill of rights have been
put to the test of their applicabilities
not only in times of prosperity but
also in pestilence. Are our liberties
merely luxuries or are they inalienable
rights? The founders of America saw
these rights as originating from God
only to be protected by governments.
They fought a war pledging their lives

and fortunes for the opportunity to live
as free men. They intended to form a
“more perfect union” governed by “we
the people” in order to protect life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
for all men. They won! Yet freedom is
an inheritance that must be guarded by
every generation. The founders, hoping
that we could safeguard ours without
bloodshed, ingrained in our laws the
rights to free speech, free assembly,
and protest. In the past 100 days, we
have seen thousands participate in
their patriotic right to have their voices
heard. We witnessed streets clogged
with cars, people stand up in support

of businesses, and others march
down streets all to express outrage
for injustice. Three months ago, who
would have thought that our small little
town would gain national attention by
standing in protest with a barber or
would gather hundreds to march down
the street for the greater injustice of
the death of a black man yet all in a
passionate, peaceful manner? Such
enthusiasm for freedom is worthy of
celebration!

together as a community, as neighbors
and celebrate that which is worth
celebrating. Let’s have fireworks! A
professional firework display will launch
from the property of Immanuel Baptist
Church, Sunday, June 28, at dusk. Join
us on the property or in the surrounding
parking lots. Tune your radio to 99.9
on the FM dial to hear patriotic and
encouraging music and messages. Let
freedom ring from Corunna to Owosso,
from McCurdy to the Castle. Let’s
gather at least once this summer and
So let’s celebrate faith and freedom gaze together at the rockets red glare
during the summer season recognized and the bombs bursting in air.
for such celebrations. Let’s gather

Pestilence, Plagues, & Pandemics
While in this particular (and famous)
passage of Scripture, the divine
promise to hear, forgive, and heal is
specifically for the nation of Israel,
the principle applies to all countries.
The Lord God loves and cares deeply
about the Jewish people and the
State of Israel. Yet, the Bible is crystal
clear that He also loves and cares
deeply about all people and desires
everyone to repent and find healing
and forgiveness.

What does the Bible
say about the purpose
of such events?
By Joel C. Rosenberg
The Joshua Fund
“Plagues are a way that God seeks
to get our attention about our
finitude and mortality as well as
how we are giving attention to God,”
notes Dr. Darrell Bock, theologian
and professor at Dallas Theological
Seminary. “They are an opportunity
for reflection about how we live and a
reminder we are not gods ourselves.”
Yes, the Bible teaches that God uses
pestilence and plagues to judge.
Yet, as we have seen, He also uses
them to warn and to shake people
and nations to get their attention and
draw them to a right and healthy and

“At what instant I shall speak
concerning a nation, and concerning
a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull
down, and to destroy it. If that nation,
against whom I have pronounced,
turn from their evil, I will repent of the
evil that I thought to do unto them.”
(Jeremiah 18:7–8 ).

joyful relationship with Him. Indeed,
the Lord God, in His lovingkindness,
definitively promised to be gracious
to forgive and heal the people of
Israel if they were stricken with
terrible diseases and then repented “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
of their sins.
whosoever believeth in him should
“And the LORD appeared to Solomon not perish, but have everlasting life.”
by night, and said unto him, I have (John 3:16).
heard thy prayer, and have chosen
this place to myself for an house of “I exhort therefore, that, first of all,
sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
there be no rain, or if I command and giving of thanks, be made for all
the locusts to devour the land, or if men; For kings, and for all that are in
I send pestilence among my people; authority; that we may lead a quiet
If my people, which are called by my and peaceable life in all godliness
name, shall humble themselves, and and honesty. For this is good and
pray, and seek my face, and turn acceptable in the sight of God our
from their wicked ways; then will I Saviour; Who will have all men to
hear from heaven, and will forgive be saved, and to come unto the
their sin, and will heal their land.” (2 knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and one mediator between
Chronicles 7:12–14).
God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time. Whereunto
I am ordained a preacher, and an
apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ,
and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and verity....” (1 Timothy 2:1–
7).
In a time of global pandemics, people
are understandably frightened. Jesus
warned this would be the case,
noting that when the signs of the
last days occur, we will see “Men’s
hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are
coming on the earth: for the powers
of heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke
21:26). Yet, the Lord also told us how
to respond in such dark times.
“And when these things begin to
come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh. (Luke 21:28).
What the Bible teaches that is most
important in such times is that we
individually, personally, and humbly
seek God’s forgiveness and mercy,
and get ourselves spiritually ready for
the return of Jesus Christ by reading
and obeying the Bible, which is the
Holy Word of God.
Read the full article at: https://www.
joshuafund.com/learn/news-article/
what_does_the_bible_teach_about_
pestilence_plagues_and_global_
pandemics

As we saw in Romans 5:12, since
Adam and Eve, the first man and
woman on earth, a sin nature has
been present in all people. No one
had to teach us how to sin; sinning
comes naturally to us.
So sin separates us from God. It
makes an impossible chasm between us. Romans 3:23 says, “For
all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.”
Hours before the world rolled into
the new decade of 2020, a group
of Chinese doctors worked tirelessly to understand the sickness they
now found themselves treating.
Dr. Li Wenliang, an ophthalmologist
at Wuhan Central Hospital, noticed
seven cases of an unusual virus,
which he thought looked similar to
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) which had led to a
worldwide epidemic in 2003. He
was correct. What he did not know,
however, was that this virus he had
seen, while related to SARS (both
are a coronavirus), was an entirely
new virus, which would eventually
be named COVID-19. Less than ten
days later, Dr. Li contracted the virus while treating another patient.
By January 10, 2020, he began experiencing the virus’ symptoms. Two
days later, he was hospitalized. On
February 7, he died.
Meanwhile, the virus began to
spread. On January 13, a case was
reported in Thailand. On January
20, it showed up in South Korea.
On January 21, it was discovered in
the United States. By March 11, the
World Health Organization officially
declared it a pandemic. Now, the virus has infected every continent on
the globe, except Antarctica.
This, of course, is not the first pandemic that has swept our world. In
fact, as our society searches for a
cure for Covid-19, many have looked
back to previous epidemics, such as
the flu of 1918, to learn how practices such as social distancing can
slow the virus’ spread. But even
before 1918, or any of the other
world-altering epidemics of the previous centuries, our entire world has
been infected with a different kind of
virus. This virus cannot be stopped

by social distancing, for it is a spiritual disease—passed down to us from
our planet’s first parents, Adam and
Eve.
The Bible tells us in Romans 5:12,
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned.” The
virus is sin, and it causes spiritual
death and separation from God. And
yet, God in His great mercy, has provided a cure—forgiveness and eternal life. Allow me to share with you
how you can have a relationship that
brings this cure of forgiveness from
God, through Jesus Christ.
God loves you. Even though mankind, from the beginning, has rejected and disobeyed God, He wants a
relationship with you and me. In fact,
the most well-known verse in the Bible tells us of God’s love: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
God made a way for us to know Him,
and He doesn’t leave us guessing
at how we can—He tells us in the Bible. In 1 John 5:13, He says, “These
things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life…”
So, if God loves us and wants us to
have eternal life, why is there still
this virus of death? The answer is
simple:
Everyone is a sinner. The Bible tells
us that it is sin that keeps us from
God. Sin is anything we do, say, or
think that is contrary to God’s laws
and commandments.

Sin has a price that must be paid.
Also, our sin has a penalty. Romans
6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is
death…” The “wage” or payment for
our sin is spiritual death—eternal
separation from God in Hell.
Our own works and religion are
not enough. Some people believe
they can pay the price for sin by doing good works or being involved in
religion. This may seem logical, but
it’s not what the Bible says. In fact,
the Bible specifically tells us that
we can’t earn our way to Heaven
through good works.
We have seen reports in the news of
people from Iran and India who have
devised their own “medical” drinks
to prevent or overcome COVID-19.
Instead of providing a cure, however,
those who took them became more
ill, and some died.
Similarly, we cannot provide our own
cure for sin. Ephesians 2:8–9 says,
“For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: not of works, lest any
man should boast.”
So, although it is good to be kind to
your neighbor and do good works,
these things cannot cure us from the
curse of sin.

Though we are unworthy, Jesus paid
our payment when He died for us.
As Romans 6:23 tells us, Christ now
offers us the gift of eternal life: “…
the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” This is a gift
Christ paid for when He died for our
sins. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus became the payment
for our sin. Now we do not have to
pay for our sin. By His grace, salvation—the cure for sin and death—is
provided.
Even as a virus patient will only receive treatment if they acknowledge
their condition, so we must acknowledge our need for Christ.
Will you turn to Christ alone?
Although Jesus already paid for our
sin and offers us the gift of forgiveness and eternal life in Heaven, we
must choose to receive His gift. We
must stop trusting ourselves, our
works, and our religions, and turn
our full trust to Jesus Christ alone
for the forgiveness of our sin. Health
viruses will come and go, but in
Christ, you can have forgiveness and
a home in Heaven that can never be
taken away.
Romans 10:13 says we simply call
out to Him to save us from the penalty of our sin: “For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.”
That is a promise directly from God
that if you will pray to Him, confess
that you are a sinner, ask Him to forgive your sins, and turn to Him alone
to be your Saviour; He promises to
save you…to provide a cure for sin.
You can make that decision today by
praying from your heart, something
like this:

Jesus Christ died to pay for your sin.
We were lost and separated from
God, but because He loved us He
sent His own Son—Jesus Christ—to
die on the cross for our sin. After His
death, He rose from the dead three
days later.

Dear Lord, I know that I am separated from You because of sin. I confess
that in my sin I cannot save myself.
Right now, I turn to you alone to be
my Savior. I ask you to save me from
the penalty of my sin, and I trust you
to provide eternal life to me. Amen.

In Romans 5:8, the Bible says, “But
God commendeth [meaning proved
or demonstrated] his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.”

You’ll never regret that decision!
If you have just trusted Christ as
your Savior, please let us know at
info@immanuelalive.com or call
989-743-6700.

June 28, 2020. 10:30am

August 13-16, 2020

Join us for a day of Patriotic

Free Camp, Kids 1-6th!

speeches, music and a live
Revolutionary Battle! Come back
Sunday night for Fireworks!

Enjoy epic games, inflatables, and
fun on the African Savannah at
Maximum Impact Safari Camp!

Find information about events and easily register online at ImmanuelAlive.com/Events

Immanuel Baptist School
k-12 Private, Christian Education

Academic
Excellence
Parental
Involvement
Christian
Character

Justin Baker

Ella Georges

Lillian Wilson

Congratulations Class of 2020!
Learn more about IBS at immanuelfire.com

