
 12  6-7

64,000 

The Cost of Addiction

2.5 Million

480,000 

70%

Americans die from overdose 
every year.2

Years of potential life are 
lost each year to alcohol 
consumption.10

Americans die from cigarette 
smoking every year.9

of Shiawassee County court cases 
are drug and alcohol related1

Why Bible advocates 
should not blindly 
endorse the president.

By Pastor Jason Georges
Immanuel Baptist Church

President Donald Trump has lived 
an immoral life. When an individual 
pursues celebrity and the presidency 
they enter a glass bubble that 
exposes both the best and worst 
part of their lives. President Trump’s 
public moral failures are tremendous 
and embarrassing.  Donald Trump 
is immoral. This statement is 
self-evident and made without 
consideration of other political 
personality. For many, particularly 
evangelicals, the immediate Fox 
News trained response to this 
statement is “but so was Bill Clinton, 
Barack Obama, and Hillary Clinton.” 
Yes, they are, but that does not 
negate the truth that regardless of 
quasi-conservative policies, some 
good nominations like Secretary 
of Defence General Mattis and UN 
Ambassador Nikki Haley, and not 
being Hillary Clinton, President 
Trump is not a role model for virtue. 
Virtue in our leaders should matter 
to Bible advocates.

Good governance begins with 
righteousness.

“When the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice: but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the 

Transforming our 
Community through 
Spiritual Awakening

By Pastor Jason Georges
Immanuel Baptist Church

Beneath the charming Midwestern 
veneer of Shiawassee county lies an 
insidious plague of addictions that 
suffocates life from our neighbors, 
friends, and family. These walking 
dead imprisoned by addiction pass us 
each day. Today, an opiate-addicted 
mother picked up her children from 
school. Today, an alcohol-intoxicated 
man drove his car by yours on M-21. 
Today, a thirty-something was denied 
employment because of a failed 
drug test. Today, a father addicted 
to painkillers jeopardizes his family’s 
future by squandering savings on 
illegal prescriptions. Today, a porn 
addict waged war in his mind as he 
watched children playing at the park. 
Today, a teen took her first meth hit. 
Today, a man abused his wife after 
enjoying libations at the local pub. 
Today, because of addiction, many 
in our community stepped closer to 
death.

Addiction is not unique to 
Shiawassee county, but like other 
communities, it is a significant issue. 
According to a 2017 MLive article, 

approximately seventy percent of 
the court cases seen by Shiawassee 
Circuit Court Judge Matt Stewart are 
drug and alcohol-related.1 Besides 
the economic cost of dealing with 
addictions, the human costs are 
even more significant. The opioid 
epidemic in America annually leads 
to over 64,000 overdose deaths 
causing the life expectancy of 
Americans to fall in the previous 
two years.2 In 2015, alcohol-related 
auto fatalities numbered 10,265 
accounting for 29% of all traffic 
fatalities.3 Addictions end life.

Addiction is not limited to 
substances but also includes 
compulsive, destructive activity. 
Forty million Americans regularly 
view pornographic material, and 
70% of 18-24-year-old males view 
pornography monthly.4 An April 2018 
Bloomberg news article entitled 
“Social Media Looks Like the New 
Opiate of the Masses” reports that in 
2017 the average social media user 
logged over two hours daily engaged 
in social media.5 Netflix reported 
that in 2017 one billion hours were 
watched weekly by Netflix users.6 

Addictions waste life.

Addiction rehabilitation is big 
business. The US Government spent 
over 10 billion dollars in 2017 for 
the treatment of drug addiction.7 
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The Secret Power of Facebook

Facebook and the 
Modern Culture War

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

While the defined culture war 
continues, it is growing nastier 
and the consequences are 

reverberating past the church, past 
the home and into every individual 
person’s psyche.  It is harder today 
to shield oneself or one’s family 
from the vileness of the fight for 
American society.  With the rapid 
progress and widespread use of 
the smart phone, powerful words, 
images and media are pervasive. 
Around the clock targeting of 
children and teen “interests” put 
nuanced rhetoric from warring 
parties in front of the mold-able 
minds of future generations. 
Competing voices pound the digital 
appetites of millions of hand-held 
devices persuading the masses of 
cultural do’s and don’t’s, redefining 

cultural taboos and frontiers. 
If governance and law sit upon 
the culture, and culture rests 
upon religion, then the most 
powerful pulpits ever created are 
Facebook, Twitter and Youtube.  
They are the new tools with which 
to rule, govern and influence.  
Compared to thirty years ago, the 
culture war battlefields of today 
are more formidable and more 
rapidly affected.

Cultural contests used to 
be held on campus commons 
and in newspaper opinion 
pages.  These avenues of battle 
were slow moving and able to 
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be controlled or countered.  But 
today’s “social media” is the new 
sounding board where hundreds 
of millions of young and old alike 
seek information, inspiration and 
encouragement.  It is an identity 
shaping weapon where adolescent 
status is confirmed, collegiate sense 
of acceptance is determined, and 
young professionals turn for direction 
and counsel for their future.  For new 
parents, Facebook is often a greater 
moral compass than the Bible, and 
for new political idealists, it is where 
they garner courage.  Preachers like 
to say that either you pray to Google 
and Facebook, or you put your face 
and faith in the Holy book - the Bible.  

Facebook deifies self, offering the 
potential to create oneself in the 
“cloud” of universal likes.  The Bible 
deifies Jesus Christ and warns not to 
take of the forbidden fruit that Satan 
offered with the false promise that 
“ye shall be as gods.”  That original 
garden battlefield is now an ethereal 
one, giving every user a power to 
preach or “share” their self centered 
message. 

While new technologies have 
the potential to be used for Gospel 
promotion and affecting the culture 
for good, increasingly they are 
used to consolidate power with a 
keystroke.  A grand sort of political 
correctness has been placed in the 
hands of Facebook owner Mark 
Zuckerberg, who has the subtle 

power of determining social behavior 
and rhetoric.  Small groups and 
hidden huddles may be created in 
order to converse outside of public 
purview or plan secret actions, but 
Gospel work is done tangibly and out 
in the open.  

If just a few of the technological 
elites decide to isolate certain ideas, 
corral certain speech, or ban certain 
opinions, then BOOM, a digital 
block becomes a powerful weapon.  
Biblical and cultural opinions about 
homosexuality, social norms, and 
the nature of God or evil can be 

elevated or destroyed, shaped or 
banned.  In the ocean of ideas 
that affect the American culture, 
the Bible voice is marginalized 
while the approved algorithms of 
whimsical neo pagan tides ebb and 
flow ceaselessly shaping intellectual 
content to Zuckerberg’s approval.  
The culture war seems to be being 
fought by millions when it is really in 
the hands of fewer demagogues. 

Consider the following headlines 
after the 2016 presidential election:

“Barack Obama says Facebook’s 

fake news problem is creating ‘dust 
cloud of nonsense’” (Nov. 8, 2016 - 
International Business Times)

“Here’s Why Facebook Is Partly to 
Blame for the Rise of Donald Trump” 
(Nov. 10, 2016 - Fortune.com)

“ZUCK TO THE FUTURE Mark 
Zuckerberg ‘feeling hopeful’ about 
America under Donald Trump” (Nov. 
10, 2016 - The Sun)

Jasper Hamill’s article in the Sun 
newspaper quotes Zuckerberg in 
response to the election as saying, 
“I thought about all the work ahead 
of us to create the world we want for 
our children.”  Apparently Zuckerberg 
perceives his cultural war “work” as 
creating a world he wants.  He is 
further quoted, “This work is bigger 
than any presidency and progress 
does not move in a straight line.”  
That sounds like a Luciferian line 
straight out of the garden with snake 
like movement to boot.  And again, 
“[This] work will take long term focus 
and finding new ways for all of us 
to work together, sometimes over 
decades.”  It became quickly evident 
whose side the Facebook founder 
was on, and while that might excite 
Trump enthusiasts, it should also be a 
warning to the power of social media 
and smart phone phenomenon in the 
culture war.  If Facebook might push 
a close Presidential election race 
one way or the other, what else might 
it determine?

Community organizations attempt 
to respond to the desperate need. 
Judge Matt Stewart’s commendable 
“Drug Court” attempts to stem the 
recidivism rate of drug offenders. 
Churches and para-church 
organizations nobly attend to the 
needs of the addicted through 
programs like Reformers Unanimous 
which meets weekly at Bible Baptist 
Church in Owosso. Addictions can be 
broken.

Addiction rehabilitation, while 
worthy and necessary, is sadly often 
a net loss equation. For everyone 
one individual able to break free 
many more dive deeper into 
bondage. Addiction is defeated when 
addiction never begins. However, in 
Shiawassee County, the availability 
of these vices has only increased. We 
have created a culture that creates 
addiction. Our courts are overrun, 
law enforcement is overworked, 
social services are overspent, and 
schools are overwhelmed by the 
product of our culture. Addiction is 
everyone’s problem. 

Addiction requires that everyone 
take responsibility. The New 
Testament outlines the principle that 
an individual should not exercise 
his liberty at the cost of being a 
stumbling block to others. While 
every individual is responsible for 
the choices they make, in a virtuous 
community the wise personal 
decisions of many help to encourage 
those that struggle. Perhaps you can 
handle your vices in moderation, 
but statistics prove many cannot. 
Shiawassee County can be a 
community that reduces addiction 
if the majority would determine to 
create a virtuous culture.

Reduce Access

Availability feeds addiction. 
Currently, our state legislature 
is considering the legalization of 
recreational marijuana. Marijuana 
is a gateway drug often leading 
to the use of other more illicit 

substances. Legal marijuana will 
create more addiction - history 
proves this. Alcohol is an ancient 
substance that has produced fools 
for millennia. The Proverbs declare 
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise.” (Pro. 20:1) As 
a community we have ignored this 
ancient wisdom and made alcohol 
readily accessible, even offering up 
free samples at Meijer. Purveyors 
of alcohol do not add to the virtue 
of our community.  Simply ask the 
family devastated by a drunk driver 
or the spouse who suffers under the 
abuse of an angry drunk. Currently, 
“blue laws” limit the sale of alcohol 
between the hours of 2 am and 
7 am.8 While personal alcohol 
abstinence is a wise and godly choice 
as a community, we can reduce the 
access to alcohol. Reduced access 
can be accomplished by expanding 

local “blue laws,” reducing the 
number of liquor licenses, outlawing 
public consumption at community 
events (in particular the “beer tent”), 
and preventing the free distribution 
of alcohol samples.  These steps will 
go a long way to shifting our culture 
away from one dominated by alcohol. 

Also, our local law enforcement 
and the community would benefit 
from the aggressive prosecution 
of not only drug users but more 
importantly drug manufacturers 
and importers. Commendable are 
the actions of Judge Matt Stewart 
and others who have taken a hard 
position against this activity in our 
community.  This problem will not 
be solved entirely by legislation , but 
good community standards would 
assist those captured by addiction 
by reducing access. We would all 
agree that fewer deaths related to 
drugs and alcohol is a goal we can 
all support. Reduced access starves 
addiction of its fuel. 

Increase Accountability

Accountability deters addiction. 
Bible wisdom says, “Iron sharpeneth 

iron; so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend.” (Pro 
27:17) There is wisdom in being a part 
of relationships and communities 
that deter addiction. Intact families 
are the core relationships that 
facilitate avoidance of addictive 
behavior. Fathers and mothers 

should model virtuous living to their 
children and proactively eliminate 
their exposure to drugs, alcohol, 
pornography, and other addictive 
behaviors. Schools and educators 
should also model the highest of 
community standards. However, the 
best community for accountability is 
the local New Testament Church. A 
Church, not the building, is a group 
of identified people determined to 
glorify God. A Church that raises 
people to live for a higher calling is 
a treasured asset to a community. 
Salt of the earth believers living to 
love God and love their neighbors 
are the grace of God to a community. 
These people voluntarily living an 
accountable lifestyle by sitting 
together at the communion table 
represent the virtuous life God 
intends for a community. Church 
life is the best life, and you and 
your family would be well served to 

be connected to a Bible-centered 
church. Healthy churches exercising 
positive accountability deters 
addictive lifestyles.

     

Spiritual Awakening 

Everyone is an addict. Humans 
are naturally depraved individuals 
intent on satisfying “the lust of 
the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life.” (1 John 2:16) You 
are addicted to yourself. It is this 
self-addiction that is the root of 
all the addictions that plague our 
community. The only real answer 
for addiction is the transformation 
found in the person of Jesus Christ. 
Addiction is a thief that robs life. 
Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, 
but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) 
The light of Jesus overcomes the 
darkness of addiction. The ultimate 
solution will not be stiffer regulation 
or increased prosecution but rather 
a cumulatively increased desire 
for spiritual awakening.  “And you 
hath he quickened (made alive), 
who were dead in trespasses and 
sins;” is the promise of Jesus. Can 
such a spiritual awakening happen 
in a community? Yes! Throughout 
American history, individual 
communities have seen the reprieve 
from the scourge of addictions 
brought by the spiritual awakening 
of an “evangelistic crusade.” The 
Gospel is the power of God to 
transform lives, restore homes, and 
shutter bars. This October 14-18 the 
Shiawassee Evangelistic Crusade 
will take place. (See center section 
for details) The vision is that lives 
would be transformed by the Gospel 
breaking the grips of addiction and 
creating a generation of people 
determined to worship Christ.
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By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Of course, all lives matter. All skin 
tones matter. All nationalities matter. 
All age groups matter. All lives matter, 
especially to God. He gave His Word 
and His Son so that all lives could 
be reconciled to Himself. If only all 
lives trusted God and His wonderful 
plan. Because of such a rebellious 
spirit within mankind, we are unable 
to unify properly. Even our attempts 
to unify against God are tumultuous 
affairs. The horrible face of racism 
is both a result of our sinful natures 
and our inability to fix such problems 
apart from the Scriptures. The fear we 
have of each other has led to many 
wars and cruelties such as slavery. 
When any group of people fail to 
see their own faults, they give way to 
imagining their particular supremacy. 
White supremacy is a lie and based 
in fear or an evil pride or both. Black 
lives matter is a cry for justice that 
has in some cases morphed into a 
black supremacy sentiment. It also is 
based in fear or an evil pride or both. 
To use such racial bias as an excuse 
to riot violently, kill police officers or 
even hate law and order shows the 
foolishness of our modern culture. 
We should continue to fight for justice, 
defend proper law enforcement, and 
respect police officers. Blue lives 
matter in a Christian culture.

To be sure, there are some 
instances of police corruption. People 
who have been on the receiving end 
of such injustices are left stinging 
and battle within themselves to 
trust officers of the law. This surely 
is also a result of the transformation 
in America of choosing darkness 
over light. Any person with power, a 

police officer with a badge and gun 
for example, is prone to a temptation 
to abuse their station. A virtuous 
America was a difficult place for such 
people to rise in authority, and they 
stood out when they did transgress. 
The courts quickly dispatched them 
with a proper ruling and better 
agents were then employed. But in 
a dark and corrupt culture where evil 

becomes tolerable and good vilified, 
would not cases of police going bad 
increase? It is not a police problem 
we have, but a culture problem. Most 
modern police agencies have to have 
internal investigation departments 
that keep a watch and handle 
on their officers. They are also 
now employed whenever a police 
officer shoots or kills a suspect. 
It is then up to departments and 
courts to determine whether such 
incidents were justified, accidental 
or nefarious. All too often a corrupt 

media and corrupt public languish in 
these sad stories, feeding a frenzy of 
angry rebels into further violence and 
discontent. The darkness of culture 
ensures such lawlessness.

Unfortunately, a new phenomenon 
is becoming a rampant disease in 
America today. Cop killing is surely a 
societal sin. It is a sure sign that the 

culture is on life support. It should 
be rejected as terrorism. Political 
leadership, educators and parents 
used to universally proclaim that 
police officers were to be respected 
and obeyed. Civilian authorities 
employed police with sure training 
and mandates that instructed their 
officers to protect and serve the 
citizenry. An insidious plan to blur 

the lines for all parties has been 
successful in creating a hazy cloud 
of confusion as to how to interact 
with police. This has led to officers 
being outfitted like paramilitary 
soldiers and issued with cameras 
on their cars and persons. It seems 
as though each stage of adjustment 
in policing leads to further distrust 
and violent action. Some university 
ought to do a study on the correlation 
between the historical percentage 
of the population attending Sunday 
school and police brutality. Think 

tanks should invest in studying the 
connection with societal growth in 
becoming religiously unaffiliated 
and the level of police being killed or 
targeted. Surely some news agency 
can make an effort to catalog the 
sales of violent cop killing video 
games with police deaths. Television 
and movies often portray police 
as bumbling, dishonest, corrupt 
and obsessed with control. The 
entire culture is being blinded to 
the necessity for law and order. The 
transformation into darkness will 
soon leave us either without a respect 
for police or needing a constant 
martial state where the merits of law 
are withdrawn altogether.

There is a real need for criminal 
justice reform in America. It is on the 
top of the list for black lives, white lives 
and blue lives alike. Early Americans 
all had the same concepts about 
the nature of law, individual rights, 
and punishment. They derived their 
legal understanding from the Bible, 
history, and Black’s dictionary of law. 
Common law was a term mostly used 
because every citizen, no matter 
their status or personal interest, had 
a common understanding of law. 
The topics of police patrolling, court 
sentencing, and prison life should 
become commonly discussed again. 
When the cultural mores surrounding 
the topic of justice are mocked and 
belittled, a lawless society is birthed. 
Today we are reaping the whirlwind 
of decades of decay in the justice 
system. If we rot much further, we 
will have anarchy–a devilish form of 
disorder and a death knell for any 
nation.
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people mourn.” -  Proverbs 29:2 KJV

This Bible principle is always true. 
Understand that righteousness 
before God is only obtained by 
accepting the atonement made 
by Jesus Christ shedding His 
blood on the cross. However, Bible 
advocates should value a person’s 
personal virtue over their party 
affiliation. We cannot express 
righteous indignation at President 
Clinton’s affairs yet turn a blind 
eye to the litany of scandalous 
issues that trail President Trump. 
Both Republicans and Democrats 
have abandoned virtue for political 
expediency, but Christian should 
have, but one allegiance and that 
is to Jesus and His teachings. 
Presidents should be praised when 
right decisions are made, but Bible 
advocates cannot ignore the stench 
of immorality to earn a seat at the 
table. Immorality, wherever it is 
found, can never be overlooked by 
those who claim to advocate for 
the Bible. Participation in political 
parties that demands the approval 
of immortality by turning a blind 
eye is wicked. Multiple marriages, 
past carousing with prostitutes, 
and vulgarity in any public official 
should always draw the ire of 
Bible advocates. Conversely, what 
should be celebrated is 73 years of 
marriage between President George 
H. Bush and his recently passed 
Barbara Bush. Vice-President Mike 
Pence’s policy of never eating 
dinner with a woman without the 
presence of his wife to protect his 
virtue should be celebrated and not 
mocked. Christians should rejoice 
when those in authority do good and 
mourn when they fail.

“We voted for a president, not a 
pastor.”

“For John had said unto Herod, 
It is not lawful for thee to have thy 
brother’s wife.” - Mark 6:18 KJV

 

This was not the sentiment of John 
the Baptist. Remember John, the 
one who Jesus said was the greatest 
man to live. Remember John, who 
preached “repent” to the religious 
leaders of the day. Remember 
John, who dared to preach against 
the immortality of the king from 
the pulpit when he called out King 
Herod for marrying his brother’s 
wife. John’s political loyalty was 
to God; hence, when the leaders 
of God’s people, Israel, decided to 
live an unapologetically immoral life 
John as a Bible preacher faithfully 
extolled righteousness by calling 
out the public sin. The faithful Bible 
preacher is obligated to call out the 
darkness wherever it may lie. And 
whether behind the pulpit or printed 
in a newspaper if a preacher cannot 
call out public immorality where 
it exists he is nothing more than 
an unfaithful hireling. So long as 
President Trump is unrepentant of 
past public failures, Bible advocates 

should publicly decry immorality. 
The fact that we make such a 
distinction between presidents and 
pastors illustrates how far we have 
drifted from our moral moorings.  

 
Accepting immorality leads to 
tyranny.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people.” 
- Proverbs 14:34 KJV - 

Tyranny is the exercise of 
immorality upon the governed. An 
immoral leader with no respect 
for virtue in their own lives will not 
respect and protect the virtue of the 
citizens they lead. When a people 
accept immorality by allowing it to 
be flaunted in their leaders, they 
become ripe for tyranny. Patrick 
Henry said the following, 

“Bad men cannot make good 
citizens. It is when a people forget 
God that tyrants forge their chains. A 
vitiated state of morals, a corrupted 
public conscience, is incompatible 
with freedom. No free government, 
or the blessings of liberty, can be 

preserved to any people but by a firm 
adherence to justice, moderation, 
temperance, frugality, and virtue; 
and by a frequent recurrence to 
fundamental principles.”

Righteousness is a protection 
to a people. Remember it was 
Abraham that pleaded with God to 
withhold His judgment upon Sodom 
if but five righteous people could be 
found. Sadly, a righteous remnant 
could not be found, and judgment 
reigned down on Sodom. However, 
in the midst of Sodom was one man 
who knew God’s righteousness but 
remained unfaithfully quiet. Had 
Lot spoken out perhaps a righteous 
remnant would have remained 
to protect the city? The lesson to 
be applied today is that the most 
patriotic thing we can do to love 
America if to stand for virtue and 
reprimand immorality.
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How Porn is Harming 
Our Kids
by Luke Gilkerson
CovenantEyes.com

Maxim. Esquire. Sports Illustrated 
Swimsuit Edition. Cosmopolitan. Even 
with the waning popularity of print 
magazines, “lifestyle” periodicals 
like this can be found in nearly every 
pharmacy, gas station, and grocery 
store in America. Often the covers 
of these magazines epitomize our 
society’s sexual standards. Filled 
with images of barely clothed women 
with a come-get-me look on their 
faces, magazines like this present 
images of the “ideal” woman and 
share about how the ideal man can 
merit such women.

The UK also has its own popular 
“lads’ mags.” Martin Daubney was 
Loaded  magazine’s longest running 
editor, and he incarnated the Loaded 
brand, saying the essence of the 
magazine’s message is to perpetuate 
the belief that male adolescence can 
be prolonged indefinitely. You have 
the rest of your life to grow up—enjoy 
the good times that youth affords for 
as long as you can.

But something in Daubney’s mind 
began to shift several years ago.

He was invited to sit in on a class of 
young teen boys and girls at a school 
with a fantastic reputation in North 
England. Jonny Hunt, a sex education 
consultant, stood before the class 
and asked the students to write 
an A-Z list of the sexual terms they 
knew, no matter how extreme. There 
they sat donning school uniforms—
wide- eyed, shy, high-pitched voices, 
barely adolescents—writing all the 
sexual terms they could remember. 
When Hunt pinned their lists to the 
board, every adult in the room was 
startled about how much they knew: 
their index of terms surpassed even 
the knowledge of the education 
consultant.

After sitting in on several more 
classes like this and interviewing 
some of the children, Daubney 
writes, “It seemed as if the children’s 
entire expectation of sex had been 
defined by what they see in online 
porn.” Young girls spoke of how boys 
expect porn-style sex in real life. Boys 
and girls spoke of how they stumble 
across the most grotesque material 
imaginable online. Daubney asked 
the teens, “On a scale of one to ten, 
how likely would you say it is that 
boys and girls your age are watching 
porn online?” The reply was a chorus 
of tens, nines and one eight. All the 
students admitted their parents had 
no idea what they were watching. 
Eric Spitznagel, writing for Details 
magazine, says, “By the time they’re 
in high school, America’s porn-fed 
youth have already amassed an 
encyclopedic knowledge of smut.” 
Spitznagel was not writing this out 
of concern for teens, but looking in 
on their experiences with a middle-
aged jealousy. Gone are the days of 
curious pre- teens stumbling on a 

father’s “stash” of magazines in the 
closet. Boys and girls now consume 
hardcore online video material en 
masse.

Porn By the Numbers

It is not an overstatement to 
say that in today’s world, porn has 
become the norm.

About 20 years ago, the U.S. 
Department of Justice stated, 
“Never before in the history of 
telecommunications media in the 
United States has so much indecent 
(and obscene) material been so 
easily accessible by so many minors 
in so many American homes  with so 
few restrictions.” Remarkably, this 
was said before the iPhone, before 
the advent of 4G networks, and 

before the term “Wi-Fi” was even 
trademarked. Only a few years after 
the invention of the web browser, 
porn had become a noted problem 
among young people.

The statistics are bleak and are 
trending in a disturbing direction—
unless, of course,   a massive culture 
shift begins today. Just ask the 
Millennial generation—the first to 
grow up with Internet technologies 
in the home. Today, 79% of men 
in that generation say they watch 
pornography at least once a month 
(and most of these watch porn 
several times a week); 64% of 
women say they watch porn at least 
once a month. Watching porn is, 
quite literally, the norm.

 About 90% of boys and 70% of 
girls, ages 13 to 14, have reported 
accessing porn at least once.

 35% of boys reported viewing 
porn online “too many times to 
count.”

 70% of boys and nearly a 
quarter of girls say they have spent 
at least 30 consecutive minutes 
viewing Internet porn on at least one 
occasion.

Among youth, watching porn is not 

only common,becoming porn is also 
on the rise. 

Social media has become a 
display case for common teenage 
insecurities. Girls post videos on 
YouTube asking random millions if 
they are pretty or not. Instragram 
shows an endless number of 
provocative tween and teen bikini 
photos to attract the attention and 
jealousies of their peers. Teens 
use Snapchat and other apps to 
send nude images and videos of 
themselves to one another, believing 
it will disappear. Danah boyd, 
founder of Data & Society Research 
Institute, says there’s a “cultural 
logic” behind teen sexting—sending 
sexually explicit text messages. For 
many teens, sexting is the modern 
day version of safe sex or flirting, a 

way to proudly display their sexuality 
to someone they love.

Disgruntled ex-boyfriends or 
ex-girlfriends post sexual images 
of their former lover online—a 
phenomenon called “revenge porn.” 
Sexual images like this are often the 
catalyst for “slut shaming,” a vicious 
form of cyberbullying.

 30% of 17-year-olds have 
received a sext.

 60% of teens in the UK say they 
have been asked for an explicit photo 
or video of themselves.

 22% of young adults aged 18-24 
consider porn to be good for society, 
and 8% of that age group acctually 
think it is “very good for society”.

 When used to prioritize what 
people consider immoral, teens and 
young adults consider “not recycling” 
to be more immoral than viewing 
pornography.

Pornography is powerful sexual 
education. It not only turns people 
on: it leaves them wanting more of 
what they saw.

Study after study shows the more 

often young people seek out and 
consume online porn, the more likely 
they are to have a “recreational” 
attitude toward sex, see premarital 
sex in a positive light, and have sexual 
intercourse with a friend. In a study 
of youth between the ages of 10 and 
17, researchers found a significant 
relationship between frequent porn 
use and feelings of loneliness and 
major depression.

As a pediatrician for over 30 years 
and as a consultant for the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, Dr. Sharon Cooper has 
seen the devastating impact 
pornography can have on the mind 
of a child. She explains pornography 
is neurologically more damaging to a 
child than to an adult for at least two 
reasons.

Children have an abundance of 
“mirror neurons” in their brains. 
Mirror neurons convince us that 
when we see something we are 
actually experiencing it. If you’ve 
ever been watching a sporting event 
where someone suddenly gets 
clobbered in the face with a ball, your 
body might automatically recoil as if 
you were the one who was hit: those 
are your mirror neurons firing. When 
a man watches pornography, his 
mirror neurons activate, eventually 
triggering an erection because his 
body now believes it is experiencing 
sex. With the abundance of mirror 
neurons in children, researchers 
believe this makes pornography 
“more real” to them. Children have 
an immature prefrontal cortex. This 
is the area of the brain that controls 
judgment, controls impulses, and 
regulates emotion. This region of the 
brain isn’t mature until between ages 
20-22. Because children have such a 
weak prefrontal cortex, they lack the 
“executive control” to stop the flow of 
emotions and sensations that come 
from watching porn.

Parents are the Missing Link

While current research suggests 
there are many parents concerned 

about these topics, the same 
research also shows this concern 
doesn’t translate to action. This book 
is all about action. (link to full book 
below)

Exposure to pornography is 
probably unavoidable for most 
people, but pornography problems 
are preventable. Be encouraged. As 
a parent, there are many steps you 
can take to not just protect kids but 
prepare them for a world without 
filters.

According to Dr. Patricia M. 
Greenfield, a researcher in the 
area of sexual media at UCLA, “The 
most important factor in reducing 
porn usage among teens is a warm 
and communicative parent-child 
relationship.” The rest of this book is 
an exploration of what that means.

Take it from Martin Daubney, 
now the former editor of Loaded 
magazine. After seeing firsthand the 
impact of porn on youth, Daubney’s 
exodus from the world of lads’ mags 
was solidified, and he now speaks as 
an advocate for culture change:

In his own words…

“What I discovered left me truly 
shocked and saddened.

You might be surprised. After 
all, from 2003-2010, I edited lads’ 
magazine Loaded.

With its frequent nudity and lewd 
photo spreads, I’d long been accused 
of being a soft pornographer, and 
after leaving Loaded I agonised that 
my magazine may have switched a 
generation onto more explicit online 
porn…

Like many parents, I fear that my 
boy’s childhood could be taken away 
by pornography. So we have to fight 
back.

We need to get tech-savvy, and as 
toe-curling as it seems, we are the 
first generation that will have to talk 
to our children about porn.

We have to tell our kids that 
pornographic sex is fake and real sex 
is about love, not lust.

By talking to them, they stand a 
chance. If we stick our head in the 
sand, we are fooling only ourselves.”

4

Family

Parenting the Internet Generation

You can find the rest of 
this free book and more 
resources online at 
www.covenanteyes.com/
parenting-the-internet-
generation/
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by Sally York
ArgusPress.com

Aaron Burden, a youth pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church in Flushing, was 
driving a real clunker when Ministry 
Motors gave him an unforgettable 
upgrade.

After a talk Burden gave at a 
local Christian school last fall, he 
discovered a 2011 Dodge Journey 
outside, wrapped in a huge bow.

“It was pretty amazing,” Burden of 
Flint Township said Wednesday. “My 
wife and kids and I had been praying 
for a car for a while. It’s a huge 
upgrade from my car before. Ministry 
Motors is definitely doing good work 
— they’re so gracious and generous.”

Since forming a year ago, the 
Owosso-based nonprofit organization 
has given away 10 vehicles to full-
time Christian ministries. All of the 
vehicles were donated, or purchased 
with proceeds from the sale of salvage 
vehicles or cash contributions.

Pastors, missionaries and church 
camps as far away as Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania have received cars, 
commercial trucks and buses from 
Ministry Motors. Because the charity 
is composed of volunteers, 100 
percent of donated funds go directly 
toward giveaway vehicles.

“It’s really been incredible to see it 
take off,” Ministry Motors President 
Dave Baldwin, 37, said. “I had visions 
of what Ministry Motors would be, 
and the Lord has exceeded my 
visions.

“We have 60 qualified applications 
from as far as Australia and 
Ghana,” he continued. “It’s a little 
overwhelming to realize the need out 
there, but it’s been a lot of fun. The 

response from the community has 
been great.”

Noel Burton of Grand Blanc, 
who attends the same church as 
Baldwin, Immanuel Baptist Church in 

Corunna, has donated two vehicles, 
a 2003 Buick Rendezvous and 2002 
Pontiac Grand Am.

“I know that people in Christian 
ministries don’t make a big salary, 
they’re doing the work out of the 
goodness of their hearts. So to have 
a vehicle they can rely on, that’s 
important,” Burton said. “I figured 
that donating my cars was the best 
way to see them put to good use.”

Terri Short, Baldwin’s aunt, served 
as a missionary in the Fiji islands 
for 12 years before returning to her 
home in Shiawassee County.

Hired as a principal at a Christian 

school in Saginaw, Short lacked 
the funds to purchase the reliable 
transportation she needed. Ministry 
Motors gave her a 2010 Dodge 
Journey about a year ago.

“I just absolutely praise the Lord 
because it’s such a blessing,” Short 
said.

Like Burton, Marvin Rogge of 
Owosso has donated two cars to 

Ministry Motors: a salvage Chevrolet 
Venture van and a Chevrolet Impala 
reconditioned by Ministry Motors 
board member Jeremy Yoho, a 
certified mechanic.

“I did it because it’s a good cause 
and a Christian thing to do,” Rogge 
said. “And the people at Ministry 
Motors bend over backwards — they 
do everything.”

Baldwin, who owns Trust Thermal 
— an asbestos, lead and mold 
abatement company in Owosso 
— with his mother, Linda Baldwin, 
came up with the idea for the charity. 
Yoho, a mechanic at Trust Thermal, 

performs much of the legwork, 
including picking up, inspecting 
and repairing donated vehicles and 
delivering them to recipients.

Other Ministry Motors board 
members are Gil Humphreys from 
Bell Tire — who has supplied many 
new tires for donated vehicles — and 
Mark Wilson, the website/IT at Trust 
Thermal. Bethany Baldwin, married 
to Dave and mother of their sons 
Joshua, 8, and Jonathan, 5, is also 
involved.

The organization’s goal is to give 
away 10 more vehicles this year, 
Dave Baldwin said.

“Our recipients are in full-time 
Christian service. They are working 
hard, serving other people and 
meeting a need in the community. 
The work is very low-income, and 
they’re trusting God to provide for 
them,” he said. “To be a blessing to 
people who are giving their lives to 
the Lord is a great opportunity. They 
are so humble and thankful to get a 
vehicle.”

Baldwin said he is grateful to 
everyone who has given to the cause 
with cash or a car.

“I just can’t thank them enough for 
their selflessness. They could have 
sold or traded in their vehicles, but 
they were thinking of other people,” 
he said. “I get so excited whenever 
we get a call from a donor.”

Ministry Motors is seeking 
donations of cars, vans and trucks 
in any kind of condition, whether 
they run or not. Also needed are 
car parts or cash. Donations are 
tax-deductible. Ministry Motors will 
pick up a vehicle if the drive is less 
than two hours — possibly farther, 
depending on the vehicle’s condition.

Community

Driving God’s Work

A non-profit charity that seeks to provide reliable transportation 
for families and individuals in full-time Christian ministry.

Ministry Motors will gladly accept your used vehicle. As a non-profit charity, all giving is tax-deductible. Ministry Motors will issue you a tax-
deductible receipt for the Blue Book value of your vehicle. Any donation will help towards providing reliable transportation for those in need. 

DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLE
210 S. Water Street
Owosso, MI 48867 517-712-0339 Ministry-Motors.org

info@ministry-motors.orgLOCATION CALL ONLINE



The gospel has the power to 
transform America’s culture and 
communities. The message of the 
gospel is the truth of Jesus Christ 
and when it is clearly understood 
and accepted, will transform any 
who believe it. 

America has a great history 
of evangelists who led gospel 
crusades against sin and 
immorality in society and saw real 
change occur. We believe that the 
gospel is still the great need of this 
nation and of our own community. 
Shiawassee county needs to be 
transformed by Jesus Christ. 

For that cause, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, along with Christian 
leaders of this community will be 
hosting national evangelist Tom 
Farrell for a one-week Evangelistic 
Crusade on October 14-18.

 

At these meetings the Evangelist 
will clearly and simply preach the 
message of the gospel, the choir 
and orchestra will perform music 
inspired by the message of the 
gospel and members of this 
community will share their stories 
of the power that the message of 
the gospel has had in their lives.

All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend these meetings, come 
hear how the gospel can change 
your life. Jesus can deliver you 
from addiction, He can deliver you 

from depression, He can deliver 
you from emptiness and He can 
deliver you from fear.

If you believe the gospel, then 
come and support the work of 
evangelism in your community. 

If you believe you need the 
gospel, then come and hear 
the good news of Jesus and be 
changed.

If you are skeptical or unbelieving 
then come with an open mind 
and allow your perspective to be 
challenged by the gospel.

If you are curious, then come 
and investigate the claims of the 
power of the gospel for yourself.

We hope you will come, whoever 
you are, whatever you are going 
through, God loves you, Jesus, 
died for you, and the Gospel is for 
you.

OCTOBER 14 at 11:00 AM
OCTOBER 14-17 at 6:00 PM

DOWNTOWN OWOSSO
OCTOBER 18 at 6:00PM

George Whitefield was probably the most 
famous religious figure of the eighteenth 
century. Newspapers called him the “marvel 
of the age.” ... In his lifetime, he preached 
at least 18,000 times to perhaps 10 million 
hearers. The spiritual revival he ignited, the 
Great Awakening, became one of the most 
formative events in American history. His 
last sermon on this tour was given at Boston 
Commons before 23,000 people, likely the 
largest gathering in American history to that 
point.1

As long as there has been a battle 
for the gospel in American society, 
God has raised up great voices 
in every era. Evangelists, who 
dedicated their lives to advance the 
gospel, have stood bravely against 
the moral corruption of society and 
with great passion and persuasion 
have stemmed the tide of moral 
decay and delivered millions free 
from sin and its power. 

These voices have spoken against 
sin in every era of American society, 
and when they did, transformation 
occurred. Families and entire cities 
were changed, crime ceased, 
philanthropy increased, and America 
continued to progress. Today, as the 
strength of sinful vices increase so 
does the need for gospel voices. 
Society is in desperate need of the 
power of the gospel to transform 
lives and cultures, producing 
communities that are truly safe and 
free. 

We can thank God for the voices 
of the past that showed us what is 
possible when the gospel comes 
to town, but we can do better by 
following their lead, taking a stand, 
and speaking the gospel to our 
community. True hope and change 
await those who respond.

The zenith of Finney’s evangelistic career 
was reached at Rochester, New York, 
where he preached 98 sermons between 
September 10, 1830, and March 6, 1831. 
Shopkeepers closed their businesses, 
posting notices urging people to attend 
Finney’s meetings. Reportedly, the 
population of the town increased by two-
thirds during the revival, but crime dropped 
by two-thirds over the same period.2

EVANGELISTS: SHAPERS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY

WHY HAVE AN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE?

THE LEBOWSKY CENTERIMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH
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 The central theme of the Bible’s 
New Testament is God’s love for 
you as an individual. This love was 
revealed through Christ’s coming 
into the world and living among 
humankind, and through his dying 
on the cross and rising from the 
dead. By Christ’s death, God offers 
you forgiveness for your sins, and 
by his resurrection, the promise of 
everlasting life.

Christ died and rose again for 
the whole world, but for you to 
become a Christian is an individual 
matter. The only way to establish a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ is to accept his offer of 
forgiveness and everlasting life. 
The following Scriptures show 
God’s part and yours. Read each 
verse and believe it, for it is the 
Word of God speaking to you.

For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16)

GOD’S LOVE IS REVEALED

God loves you and all people. He 
wants to bless your life and make 
it full and complete. He offers you 
not only an abundant life here and 
now, but also a life that is eternal— 
his very own life.

All have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

HUMANS ARE SINFUL

The saying, “Well, we are just 
human— nobody is perfect,” 
is biblically sound. When we 
acknowledge this truth, we can 
see our separation from God, for 

He is holy.

SIN HAS A PENALTY

For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(Romans 6:23)

To continue in sin will result in 
spiritual death, which is separation 
from God forever. The alternative 
is to personally receive God’s free 
gift, which is pardon for sin and 
provision of life everlasting.

CHRIST PAID THE PENALTY

But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8)

You may think you must lead a 
“good” life and do charitable acts 
before God will love you. This is 
not true. God loves you even in 
your sin. He sent Christ to die in 
your place and to pay the penalty 
for your sin so that you can be 
reconciled to him.

SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT!

For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast. (Ephesians 
2:8–9) 

Grace means undeserved favor. 
God graciously offers to you what 
you could never do for yourself. All 
you need to do is receive it. Believe 
with all your heart that Jesus Christ 
died to provide deliverance from 
your sins and to give you eternal 
life.

WE MUST RECEIVE CHRIST

As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name. (John 1:12)

When you receive Christ— when 
you accept what he has done for 
you— you become a child of God. 
Picture, if you will, Jesus Christ 
standing at the door of your life. 
Invite him in. He is waiting to be 
received into your life.

God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life. (John 3:16)

All have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

The wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 
6:23)

By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast. (Ephesians 
2:8–9)

As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name. (John 1:12)

God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8)

RECEIVE CHRIST NOW

You can invite Jesus Christ into 
your life right now by praying to 

God something like the following:

Dear Lord, I know that I am 
a sinner and that I need your 
forgiveness. I believe that Jesus 
Christ died in my place to pay the 
penalty for my sin and that he rose 
from the dead. I now invite Jesus 
to come into my life as my Savior. 
Thank you for making me your 
child. Help me learn to please you 
in every part of my life.

GOD’S PROMISES 

Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. 
(Romans 10:13)

By your belief in Jesus as your 
Savior and because of God’s grace, 
the following has taken place in 
your life: your sins were forgiven 
(Colossians 1:14); you became 
a child of God (John 1:12); you 
were made an heir to all of God’s 
blessings (Romans 8:16–17); and 
you received everlasting life (1 
John 5:12–13)!

You became a Christian the 
moment you received Christ. Don’t 
trust your feelings, for they will 
change. Take God at his Word and 
believe his promises. Review the 
above passages whenever doubts 
arise. You should be able to say 
with assurance, “I have received 
Christ. On the authority of God’s 
Word, I have eternal life.”

MAY GOD GRANT YOU “ALL 
JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING.” 
ROMANS 15:13

If you have made a decision for 
Christ or would like to speak to 
someone about salvation please 
call 989-743-6700.

BY BILLY GRAHAM

Moody pioneered many techniques of 
evangelism: a house-to-house canvass of 
residents prior to a crusade... philanthropic 
support by the business community; the 
rental of a large, central building; the 
showcasing of a gospel soloist; and the 
use of an inquiry room for those wanting 
to repent. Alternating between Europe 
and America, Moody and Sankey held 
numerous evangelistic campaigns before 
more than 100 million people.3

Sunday went from being a center fielder 
for the Chicago White Sox to one of 
America’s greatest evangelists. “I want to 
preach the gospel so plainly,” he said, “that 
men can come from the factories and not 
have to bring a dictionary.” His preaching 
was instrumental in getting Prohibition 
passed. “To know what the devil will do, 
find out what the saloon is doing,” he said 
repeatedly. “I’m against sin,” he once said. 
“I’ll kick it as long as I have a foot. I’ll fight it 
as long as I have a fist.”4

Billy Graham preached the gospel of 
Christ in person to more than 80 million 
people and to countless millions more over 
the airwaves and in films. Nearly 3 million 
have responded to the invitation he offers 
at the end of his sermons.  He once said  
“I’ll preach until there is no breath left in my 
body. I was called by God, and until God tells 
me to retire, I cannot. Whatever strength I 
have, whatever time God lets me have, is 
going to be dedicated to doing the work of 
an evangelist, as long as I live.”5
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Education

An Education Without The Bible Is
Not A Real Education
By Matt Walsh
DailyWire.com

NPR recently published an article 
about the Pope...This is how the 
article described Christianity’s 
highest holiday: “Easter — the day 
celebrating the idea that Jesus did 
not die and go to hell or purgatory or 
anywhere at all, but rather arose into 
heaven — is on Sunday.”

Remember, that sentence had 
to not only be written but then 
approved by at least one editor. So 
we know that there are at least two 
people at one of the country’s most 
“reputable” news outlets who do not 
know what happened on Easter.

Meanwhile, Chuck Todd, another 
highly-educated and respected 
journalist, tweeted this on Good 
Friday:

“I’m a bit hokey when it comes 
to ‘Good Friday.’ I don’t mean 
disrespect to the religious aspect 
of the day, but I love the idea of 
reminding folks that any day can 
become ‘good,’ all it takes is a little 
selflessness on our own part. Works 
EVERY time.”

Hokey is not the term I would use 
here, Chuck. I think “fantastically ill-
informed” may come closer to the 
mark. It seems exceedingly clear 
that Chuck Todd does not know 
why Christians call Good Friday 
“good.” That makes two mainstream 
reporters who, somehow, have 
made it through their whole lives 
and their whole careers without ever 
even passively absorbing enough 
information about the world’s largest 

religion to pass a children’s Sunday 
school exam.

You don’t need to be a Christian to 
know these things. If you want to be a 

well-rounded, educated person, you 
must possess at least a rudimentary 
grasp of the force that has moved 
the world for 2,000 years. A literate 
person, whether or not he believes 
in the faith’s teachings or accepts 
Christ as his savior, still desires to 
understand the thing that formed 
his own civilization.

This is why they used to teach the 
Bible in school. How could they not 
teach it? It is the most influential 

piece of literature ever written, 
bar none. It is the foundational 
text of Christianity, and it includes 
the foundational text of another 
great world religion, Judaism. Even 

Islam, the second largest religion 
in the world, incorporates the Bible. 
Excluding the Bible from education 
is like excluding Mount Everest from 
a study of geological formations.

After all, how can a child come to 
understand the works of Da Vinci 
and Michelangelo if he does not 
understand the images they depict 
and the faith that inspired them?

How can he fathom our country’s 

most important social reforms if 
he does not fathom the religion 
that inspired men like Reverend 
Martin Luther King to fight for those 
reforms?

How can he understand the 
formation of the United States if 
he does not understand the theory 
of divinely endowed human rights 
that was the very purpose of its 
formation?

How can he appreciate the 
achievements of men like 
Copernicus and Galileo if he does 
not appreciate the devout faith that 
moved them to reach for the stars?

How can he understand explorers 
and conquerors like Columbus, 
Magellan, Cortes, and Armstrong if 
he does not understand the religious 
convictions that motivated them?

How can he comprehend anything 
at all about the works of Shakespeare, 
Dostoevsky, Tolkien, Dickens, 
Faulkner, Tolstoy, Chesterton, Lewis, 
etc., if he does not comprehend 
the Biblical themes that animate 
their writings? How can he interpret 
“Crime and Punishment” or “The 
Chronicles of Narnia” or “The Lord 
of the Rings” or “Hamlet” or “Anna 
Karenina” if he cannot recognize 
the religious allusions and allegories 
and concepts that drip from every 
page of those great works?

He simply cannot, on all counts.

An education that ignores the 
Bible is an education that skims 
the surface of our civilization’s 
history, merely glances at most of its 
greatest art, bypasses its greatest 
literature, and ignores the ideas 
and philosophies that lie at the 
foundation of it all. But our PC society 
has decided that it’s too triggering for 
little atheist children to be exposed 
to the writing that shaped the world, 
so they throw the Bible aside and 
read Hunger Games instead, and 
our kids end up dumber because of 
it. Many children receive a laughably 
shallow education because it is an 
education concerned with creating 
atheists. As CS Lewis said, an 
atheist can never be too careful in 
his reading. And that is a very bad 
way to educate someone.

ImmanuelFire.com 989.743.6700Call Today
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Technology 

Faith in God or Google?

Addicted to Entertainment

Millenials and 
Google: The New 
Faith
By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Citizens born in the new 
millennium are rightly called 
Millennials.  They know nothing of 
wired telephone communication, 
only three to four television 
channels, stamped or hand-
written mail, or bicycle delivered 
newspapers.  Theirs is a world 
of digital, wireless, instant, hand 
held information, communication 
and entertainment.  They did not 
go to the public library, research 
through a card catalog or read an 
encyclopedia.  They now have the 
ability to question Google out loud 
and get an instantaneous response 
based upon a pre defined set of 
parameters that they themselves 
have set. This makes the message 
that Google delivers  to be received 
as a most likely satisfactory emotion, 
and a positive reinforcement to a 
vision of themselves and their own 
designed world. Such potential 
narcissism is transforming America 
into a myriad of little demagogues 
whose personal experience does not 
necessarily match their online profile 
or image.  And they are OK with this 
arrangement. It is a living fantasy, 
and a made up faith.  It is serving to 
skew Biblical faith into just another 
masquerade, and satanic rebellion 
into an understandable option.

Google is a word that represents 
the concept of a googleplex, or an 
infinite number of options.  It is akin 

to total freedom, total confusion, 
total control or total slavery all 
at once.  The company’s motto 
was once famously “do no evil” 

perhaps because of the possibility 
of it’s doing evil.  If you “google” 
the word “evil”  there are so many 
responses that one has to wonder if 
there really is such a thing.  In the 
Millennial vernacular, to google, is 
to search for answers, to ponder, 
even in the right circumstances, to 
pray.  This digital age phenomenon 
constitutes a new faith.  A religion 
of human proportions that replaces 
the Bible with an online query, God 
with an seemingly infinite response, 
righteousness as any one of these 
responses as an accepted choice, 

and googling as the alternative to 
prayer.  Mankind’s corporate thought 
as a hive mentality is exalted into a 
messiah like position.  Google CEO 

Schmidt does get ad revenues, 
and arbitration power  over query 
search rules, but that doesn’t seem 
to matter to Millennials.  They are 

happy with the self perceptions 
of control.  The good that Google 
does and the ease with which they 
give access to so many of life’s 
tools is truly amazing, but it can 
never replace the true faith or real 
relationship with our creator, Jesus 
Christ.  This transformation in our 
culture is alarming.

Google, Amazon, Tesla, Facebook 
and other 21st century technological 
gurus have created a new faith based 
upon a new concept of everlasting 
life.  Transhumanism, teaches that 

by downloading one’s online profile, 
launching it into the “cloud”, and 
then creating a robotic version of 
yourself you can become your own 
creator.  You can live forever.  If the 
digital and synthetic can somehow 
merge with the biological and human, 
the hybrid merger would afford the 
savior of earth and of humanity.  
The Millennials technological 
thinking and opportunities have 
tempted them with these and other 
blasphemies.  Jesus became a 
man, shed real blood for mankind, 
and died a human death in order to 
become a once for all and only savior.  
Modern transhuman ideals are a 
bogus religion, a war on true faith, 
and destructive to young minds.  In 
this pretend faith, Biblical faith is 
dangerous, and should be replaced, 
with all Christian adherents removed 
from interference.  The “Climate 
Change” dogma of the UN is really 
about this new faith.  They want to 
create a world where only the truly 
transhuman can survive an earth 
without livable breathable air.  The 
Millennials are the first generation 
capable of being guinea pigs in this 
devilish experiment.

The transformation now at hand is 
the end of the road for America. The 
archaic and self-defeating concept 
of religion will be removed along with 
the simplistic notion of nationhood.  
The darkest part of darkness is now 
being imagined.

Consider Romans 1:21, “Because 
that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened.”

Netflix, Binge TV and 
the Cloud
By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

The average American watches 
almost five hours of TV per day.  That 
is close to 35 hours a week!  It is 
almost a full time job these days.  
In fact with cable and streaming 
services the choices are endless.  
American culture almost has an on-
demand access to every TV show 
and movie ever made all at once.  We 
are close to such a media fete.  That 
means modern watchers can now 
set the goal of watching everything 
that was ever broadcast!  Add to 
this list the endless programming 
uploaded by Youtube and other self 
promoting web services.  Maybe 
watching it all is now impossible? 
There are approximately 80 milion 
videos available through Youtube 
comprising over 800 million hours 
of viewing.  If we live to be 75 years 
old we would only have 675,000 
hours of viewing.  Apparently, you 
can now officially waste your entire 
life watching TV and movies.  The 
culture war on entertainment is now 
simply a tsunami of programming 
meant to inundate you with images 
and information. Some of the 
content is helpful or entertaining, 
but most is without a premise of 
virtue, and much is now against the 
concept of God.  Beware the idolatry 
of TV.

Like most new innovations, Netflix 
started out as a great way to pull 
away from broadcast and cable 
TV choices. Older, cleaner TV was 
making a comeback.  Families could 
find a friendly show, and then order 
it up on any night they had time.  
Presto! Family friendly TV.  Twenty 
first century technologies have given 
TV watchers a myriad of new ways 
to pick and deliver entertainment. 

Unfortunately, poor programming 
abounds as does purely evil 
programming.  The promise of better 
choices quickly turned into more 
choices. The flood tide of anything 
and everything is now overwhelming 
the soul with an anxiety that “we 
are missing something.”  Netflix, 
Hulu, Amazon and other “new 
media” are now producing original 
programming with modern dogmas 

akin with current social trends.  
Bible preaching pulpits no longer 
compete with a show or a channel.  
It is not even a competition with an 
industry.  It is now a multi channel, 
multi industry, multi media fight for 
the minds and hearts of Americans.  
Church attendance is suffering.  
Christians, like most Americans are 
watching too much TV.

A new word has come on the 
scene, “binge” watching.  “Binge” 
used to be a word associated with 
the loss of all restraint.  Binge 

drinking, binge eating, binge drug 
using and even binge fornicating 
were all deemed dangerous, bad 
for your health and a destroyer of 
society.  Today “binge” is a sales 
point.  Advertisers sell the “binge” 
worthy aspects of their products, 
especially when it comes to media 
consumption.  It seems the “more is 
better” crowd is winning out.  Do you 
like watching the news? Try 24 hour 

news channels.  There are at least a 
half dozen of them.  Pick a cultural 
slant, liberal or conservative, there 
will be a dedicated news channel for 
you.  How about sports?  Pick a sport 
and there is a channel for it.  When 
did our culture leave the pleasure 
of fishing in order to WATCH fishing?  
And if you like programming uniquely 
adjusted to your social likes, there 
are channels just for men, just for 
women, just for children, just for 
nature lovers, just for foodies, and, 
yes, just for homosexuals.  It seems 
the vanity fair of Pilgrim’s Progress 

has arrived and is offering a dainty 
for just about every soul.  Even so 
called Christian programming is a 
damning prospect.  Put down the 
remote, turn off the screen, get off 
the couch.  How else can one turn 
down the volume of the world and 
listen intently to the “small still voice 
of God”?

As if the constant onslaught of 

entertainment was not enough, the 
added prospect of watching this 
imagery anywhere and everywhere 
is also now on the menu.  With the 
introduction of the “cloud” or digital 
and wireless connectivity, the full 
slate of media offerings are available 
to stream into your phone, your 
vehicle, or your office at a moment’s 
notice.  Total TV superpowers 
now allow children, housewives, 
students and men at work the god 
like purview of a million worlds all 
at once. Everywhere you look there 
is a person plugged into a device 

watching, communicating, involving 
themselves in some drama.  Children 
riding the bus, teens walking the 
mall, mom’s on their daily power walk 
and dad’s at their desks watching, 
watching, watching . . .everything, 
and . . . nothing of importance.  
Furthermore, most of what is being 
watched is also being recorded by 
some automatic process.  Data is 
collected in order to psychologically 
diagnose everyone at some future 
point for some unknown reason.  
The prospect of all this media has to 

be serving the Devil’s own purpose 
of programming minds and hearts to 
reject the Lord and receive a phony 
messiah.  Wholesome moments 
of entertainment are not worth the 
cost to society that infinite digital 
indoctrination can bring.  Wage war 
on media by turning it off.

Consider the hard bargain of the 
world with God’s people found in 
1 Samuel 11:2, “And Nahash the 
Ammonite answered them, On this 
condition will I make a covenant with 
you, that I may thrust out all your 
right eyes, and lay it for a reproach 
upon all Israel.”

“Put down the 
remote, turn off 

the screen, get off 
the couch.  How 

else can one turn 
down the volume 
of the world and 
listen intently to 
the ‘small still 
voice of God’?”

“Google, 
Amazon, Tesla, 
Facebook and 

other 21st century 
technological gurus 
have created a new 

faith based upon 
a new concept of 
everlasting life”
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What’s Next for 
America after Billy 
Graham?

by Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

All of my life I have heard of Billy 
Graham.  I have heard him speak on 
television, on the radio and I have 
read portions of his writings.  I have 
even met his converts. He has all the 
while been affixed to the message 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Whenever others have spoken of 
him it has been either with great 
admiration or with some measure of 
contempt. Of admiration because of 
his simple yet profound declaration 
of the Gospel around the world, and 
that with all of his energy and for all 
of his life. With contempt, because 
of his questionable associations 
with Popes and papists, Presidents 
and potentates. It seems as if Billy’s 
“big tent” of connections may have 
softened his judgment or possibly 
even, his gospel. Whether that 
accusation is true or not, his impact 
and renown around the earth cannot 
be questioned and his entrance into 
heaven on the faith in Jesus Christ 
must be sure.  Surely, Christ has 
embraced him, as have the saints?  
Surely, the angels have smiled or 
sang or rejoiced today?  For my part, I 
believe him to be a genuine preacher, 
and altogether “saved by grace”.  The 
bigger question remains, “What now, 
Billy Graham?”

Billy Graham was used greatly by 
God to preach the Gospel of Salvation 
to the world in the 20th and 21st 
century.  He used the means of jet 
travel, broadcasting, and post World 
War Two diplomacy to gain entry 

into nearly every nation, culture, 
and language.  That his heritage 
was American and Baptist cannot 
be ignored as without providence.  
That such success in the evangelistic 
endeavor befell him is truly amazing.  

That his long life, and gentility were 
a mark of the effects of such Gospel 
use are an unmistakable declaration 
of God’s love for him and for us.  That 
his daughter, Anne, and his son, 
Franklin, reflects such gospel life 
and light are a continued legacy for 

which we must be thankful.  Their 
frankness, boldness, and clarity 
regarding the Gospel of Jesus and 
their willingness to stand against the 
darkness within our culture today 
indeed clarify much of what might be 

questioned about Billy’s “softness”.  
Did not Moses make mistakes?  Did 
not David and Paul?  The Scripture 
does not leave out their human 
sinfulness, neither was Billy Graham 
without marked times of frailty or 
say . . . pressure, wariness, and halt.  

He never seemed to be defensive at 
said accusations, but did continue 
on.  He has shared with us his life, 
character, success, doubts, frailty, 
wife, children, and most importantly 
humble authenticity. “What now, Billy 

Graham?”  The answer is blessed 
rest.

It must also be imagined that Billy 
Graham is now receiving his reward.  
The heaven he believed in, preached, 
and promised is indeed now his.  It 
must be beyond his every sermon 
and writing.  What was only imagined 
and shared is now fully realized.  
The glorious person of God in Christ 
Jesus is now realized! The radiance 
of holiness and light are now felt.  
There are now no accusations, no 
burden of ministry, no effects of age, 
no shamed moments of “what more 
could I have done?”  Every crown of 
reward, and they could be myriad, is 
being joyfully and exuberantly cast 
at Jesus’ feet.  Can you hear Billy’s 
Carolina drawl shouting, “glory, 
glory, glory!” with each cast crown 
representing every last lost soul 
come to repentance and faith in 
the Cross of Christ? Until he stands 
empty-handed, but glad still because 
now he holds no work or deed for his 
eternity, but only the grace of God for 
his forever entrance and everlasting 
life.  “What now Billy Graham?” I can 
almost hear him answer, . . .

“For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
– John 3:16.

Now that we live in a post-Billy 
Graham America, I wonder, what’s 
next?

Culture

What’s Next Billy Graham?

El Dorado “Amazon” Style
The Hope and Promise 
of Bezos’ Golden City

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Amazon is searching for the city 
with the Golden ticket. The New 
York Times reports that 20 of the 
238 requesting candidate cities 
have been selected for the final 
consideration. A fierce “fight” was 
made by competing mayors to entice 
the burgeoning company. This year, 
2018, Jeff Bezos will announce 
which North American city will be the 
new headquarters for Amazon and 
the world’s richest man ever. The 
winning city will garner up to 50,000 
jobs over the next 10-15 years. The 
world’s newest Solomon will select 
his Jerusalem and, according to 
Entrepreneur, a new 5 billion dollar 
campus will be built. A new temple 
is about to be built, El Dorado style.

Movies and songs have been 
made about El Dorado or the lost city 
of Gold. Men have lost everything in 
search of it’s enriching promise. The 
legend is explained on Wikipedia 
thusly:

El Dorado: Spanish for “the 
golden one”), originally El Hombre 
Dorado (the golden man), or El Rey 
Dorado (the golden king), was the 
term used by the Spanish Empire 
to describe a mythical tribal chief 
(zipa) of the Muisca native people 
of Colombia, who, as an initiation 
rite, covered himself with gold dust 
and submerged in Lake Guatavita. 
The legends surrounding El Dorado 
changed over time, as it went from 
being a man, to a city, to a kingdom, 
and then finally an empire.

A second location for El Dorado 
was inferred from rumors, which 
inspired several unsuccessful 
expeditions in the late 1500s in 
search of a city called Manõa on the 
shores of Lake Parime. Two of the 
most famous of these expeditions 

were led by Sir Walter Raleigh. 
In pursuit of the legend, Spanish 
conquistadors and numerous others 
searched Colombia, Venezuela, and 
parts of Guyana and northern Brazil 
for the city and its fabulous king. In 

the course of these explorations, 
much of northern South America, 
including the Amazon River, was 
mapped. By the beginning of the 
19th century most people dismissed 
the existence of the city as a myth.

The New Republic reports that 
Amazon received a billion dollars 
in perks from cities willing to give 
it tax breaks or other corporate 
incentives. In turn, Amazon boasts 
that it brought the city of Seattle 38 
billion dollars in revenue between 
2010 and 2016. This amounts to 
a grand bribery scandal or what 
the Atlantic says is an exploitation 
of “the American System”. Bezos 
artfully pits cities, states, and even 
the feds against each other. They, 
like the Amazon tribes offer their 

sacrifices. He like the El Dorado, 
or golden king, covers himself with 
golden dust, a man-god acting 
everybit their messiah. Many are left 
wondering, “will the new HQ have a 
pyramid, a throne or both?”

Christians have seen many 
such utopias offered through the 
millennia but none have kept their 
promises. We do not attempt to build 
our own El Dorado. However, the 
Scripture is plain regarding a coming 
Golden city. The Apostle Paul, writes 
regarding Abraham’s own search:

“By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which 
he should after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed; and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went.

By faith he sojourned in the land 
of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise:

For he looked for a city which hath 

foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.” -Hebrews 11:8-10

John authored the Revelation 
speaking of this same city in chapter 
21:

Vv. 2-3 “And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their 
God.”

Vv. 10-11 “And he carried me 
away in the spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and shewed me that great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 
out of heaven from God,

Having the glory of God: and her 
light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal;”

Vv. 18-19 “And the building of the 
wall of it was of jasper: and the city 
was pure gold, like unto clear glass.

And the foundations of the wall 
of the city were garnished with all 
manner of precious stones…”

Vv. 22-26 “And I saw no temple 
therein: for the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the temple of it.

And the city had no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon, to shine in 
it: for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof.

And the nations of them which are 
saved shall walk in the light of it: and 
the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory and honour into it.

And the gates of it shall not be 
shut at all by day: for there shall be 
no night there.

And they shall bring the glory and 
honour of the nations into it.”

Jesus Himself promised, “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.”

It is clear that Mr. Bezos is 
attempting to once again build a 
counterfeit city, a modern Babel or 
Babylon that mirrors the coming 
great city of God. Where would such 
hubris come from? Perhaps it comes 
from the same whispered promise 
given by a subtle serpent in the 
garden, “Jeff, ye shall be as gods.”

This year should be interesting 
and filled with both hype and mystery 
surrounding the new El Dorado.



Future
11

So Jerusalem, What’s Next? 
The Future of 
the World’s Most 
Controversial City 
Hangs In the Balance

by Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Jerusalem is Israel’s capital.  
President Trump is getting both 
flack and fanfare for his decision 
to politically recognize this fact.  
While the President would no 
doubt take full credit for this 
monumental moment and brave 
action, is there more than meets 
the eye to the timing of this move?  
Are there other personalities or 
circumstances at play?  Some 
would say this is a disaster and 
pure folly, others would say it was 
inevitable.  Let’s examine all the 
die that have been cast and see 
what they add up to.

Jared’s Jamboree
This reminds one of the Orthodox 

and Coptic  X files.  The truth is 
out there.  Jared Kushner’s role 
as Middle East Peace arbitrator is 
well known.  His actual progress 
seems invisible.  He has a team of 
bankruptcy lawyers and real estate 
whizzes, all of which are Orthodox 
Jews, except for one Coptic 
Egyptian woman who speaks 
Arabic.  He has made several 
trips to the region and talked 
to several important players.  
The mystery remains, however, 
what has he actually done?  The 
recent interview by the Brookings 
Institute Mogul Saban was much 
ado about nothing.  Very little detail 
was actually given, and the interview 
seemed more like Jared’s attempt 
at showcasing his premonition of 
Trump’s then-impending decision, 
although nothing was revealed.  A 
little noise was made but nobody 
can make out the tune.  Important?  
Maybe we will know something more 
in the future?

Donald’s Deal
Promises, Promises.  Campaign 

promises are being somewhat 
fulfilled by President Trump.  Sort 
of.  The wall?  It is being tested.  
Obamacare?  The new tax cut bill 
should make it obsolete, without a 
repeal.  Jerusalem?  We recognize 
what Congress did in 1995 and so 
say it out loud and then…sign the 
waiver for another 6 months.  The 
promises keep coming.  One partially 
fulfilled promise comes with another 
grander one.  Ah, the Donald is plying 
his trade. After all isn’t the Jerusalem 
issue and peace in the Middle East 
just a multifaceted real estate deal?  

Does Donald really care about this 
issue or is it politically expedient to 
change the three-day news cycle to 
something more, say, HUGE!  “We 
are about to satisfy everyone, I 
promise you.”  No matter his motives 
or endgame…Jerusalem is front and 
center.  The ramifications are about 
to be seen.

Saudi Strongman
Arabian Knight meets Tech Titan.  

That is the best description for the 
new Saudi heir apparent now calling 

the shots in the kingdom.  One day 
he announces that the kingdom 
will recognize a robot (a she-bot) 
as a citizen.  The first nation to do 
so.  The next day a royal perp walk 
takes places with dozens of who’s 
who arrested and jailed in a five-
star hotel for corruption charges.  
Yemeni rockets are launched at the 
Riyadh airport, Lebanese PM Hariri 
resigns, and a silicon-valley-like new 
city is proposed on the North Red 
Sea.  Change is coming to the home 
of Mecca.  The shadow of Iranian 
dominance threatens.  The new 
King will need help defeating the 
Persian onslaught.  Israel is the only 
real capable ally.  Can he overlook 
Palestinian cries and endorse 
Israel’s existence?

Iran’s Intentions
A Shiite Crescent points toward 

Jerusalem AND Mecca.  The Syrian 
civil war seems to be nearing an 
end, and the winner is…Iran. Now 
that they have a straight path to 
Israel with military might stretching 

from Tehran, through Baghdad 
and Damascus, up to the Golan, 
what will they do with it?  Did they 
think Israel would roll over? Their 
juggernaut nuclear deal was clearly 
a farce and is running its course.  
The pressure they are creating 
seems to be creating a consensus 
against themselves. Does Trump’s 
declaration help them or hurt them?

King’s Conundrum
Checkmate! King Hussein of Jordan 

is supposed to be the descendant 

of Mohammed and the custodian 
of the Dome of the Rock.  He has 
played the Palestinians, the Israelis, 
the Russians, and the Americans.  
Whose team is he really on?  His 
own.  But the latest chess move has 
lessened his options.  He must now 
placate the Palestinians to simply 
stay in power.  The management of 
the Temple Mount is shifting almost 
entirely to the Israelis.  Hussein is 
also a competitor to the Saudis and 
Syrians.  He is running out of allies.

Syrian Straightjacket
Ding Dong Damascus.  The Israeli 

F15’s are knocking.  Recently a ring 
of fire has been lit around Damascus.  
Every villainous personality seems 
to assemble there with plans against 
the Jewish state.  Even Russian air 
cover and ground personnel have 
not stopped Israel from bombing 
at will.  Assad controls only with 
Russian and Iranian military might.  
He is the definition of a puppet 
dictator.  The madness that is Syria 
with at least a dozen self-interested 

players all vying for power and real 
estate is a pure insane asylum.  Or is 
it being planned to appear that way?

Pence’s Priority
The price of Vice President Pence’s 

forbearance with Trump’s many 
missteps could be the reason Trump 
just did what no other President has 
been willing to do.  Trump values 
loyalty and Pence has punched his 
ticket.  While angry Democrats push 
for impeachment or any means 
to get Trump out of office, Pence 

remains pristine on the sidelines. He 
backs the President in just the right 
way and at just the right moments.  
Trumps best backers are the same 
Evangelicals that follow Pence.  The 
President may feel like he has to 
throw the Pence-pack a bone once 
in awhile.

Palestinian Panhandling
It’s back to the drawing board for 

Abbas and the Palestinian Authority.  
Trump seems to be saying to them, 
“the more you walk away from 
decent offers of statehood now, 
the less you are going to get in the 
future.”  Responding with threats 
of violence are seen globally as a 
terrorist temper tantrum and the 
world is losing its patience.  Any 
Intifada or uprising will get a serious 
response from the IDF.  The UN and 
the Pope try to placate them, but 
the rhetoric is old and soft.  Russia 
and the Czech Republic have come 
out recognizing West Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital too.  Pretty soon, 
the Palestinian “will work for food” 

tactics will run their course.  Perhaps 
the next offer they get will be Trumps 
take it or leave it deal.

Hezbollah Hysteria
Mossad is everywhere!  Hezbollah 

is trying hard to also be everywhere.  
They are inflating their chests and 
flexing their muscles, but they will 
have to exhale soon.  They cannot 
be strong in Syria, Lebanon and 
the Golan all at once.  Their wish 
of linking up with Iran with Russian 
recognition is actually coming true.  
They are feeling the hype of “it’s 
now or never”, but cannot take on 
Israel without coordinating with 
their superiors.  This coordination 
may be a bridge too far because its 
partners are also self-interested.  
With friends like Russia, Syria, and 
Iran who needs enemies like Israel.  
Nasrallah’s may get pushed into a 
fight that he is not able to win.

Congress Christmas
Why it’s a miracle on Pennsylvania 

Avenue.  The Congress may want to 
rescind their 1995 offer of moving 
the embassy.  They were just kidding.  
It was just a move to get re-elected.  
The Jewish lobby made them do it.  
Pass the buck to the White House.  
No sane President would take up the 
offer. Wait! Trump did what?  Rather 
than panic, they might as well claim 
the victory and tell Israel “you’re 
welcome”.  Do Jews even celebrate 
Christmas?  Maybe they will this 
year.

While there are even more 
particulars that could be explored 
in answering the question of what’s 
next for Jerusalem, it seems that a 
master tapestry is being woven by 
some higher unseen power.  Could it 
be that the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob is providentially moving 
men and moments into executing 
His perfect will? Maybe the Bible is 
less a fortune cookie and more of 
an actual programming language for 
the events of the nations.  It declares 
that,

“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a 
cup of trembling unto all the people 
round about, when they shall be in 
the siege both against Judah and 
against Jerusalem.

And in that day will I make 
Jerusalem a burdensome stone 
for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in 
pieces, though all the people of the 
earth be gathered together against 
it.” -Zechariah 12:2-3.

The die has truly been cast

BibleNation.org



Find information about events and easily register online at ImmanuelAlive.com/Events
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IMMANUEL 
COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR

Save the dates for 
these FREE community 
events this summer!

Then you’re ready for Maximum Impact Everest Camp! Join the 
Maximum Impact Team as we bring the fun and adventure of an epic 
Everest expedition to camp this Summer! Play on giant inflatables, 
epic obstacle courses, and cool and refreshing water games. Each 
camp day includes food, games, skits, songs and a special message 
from the Bible! Camp is free for all kids and transportation is 
available. Call or register online today!

READY FOR ADVENTURE?

AUGUST 16-19 K-6th GRADEFREE CAMP

For more info see pgs 6-7


