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Grading the President’s 
Performance After 100 Days in 
Office.

By Dr. Douglas Levesque 
BibleNation.org

Presidential performance has 
more Monday morning pundits than 
any NFL quarterback. After 100 
days in office, the first report cards 
are coming out with mixed grades. 
Those that reviled him, revile him 
still. Some that did not vote for him 
believe that he is actually growing 
and learning the office. Trump 
acolytes compare him to a perfect 
blend of Alexander the Great, Gandhi 
and George Washington. There are, 
however, conservative critics.

Trump may own dozens of 
“towers”, hotels, golf courses and 
other properties around the world, 
but does he now own the White 
House? Not in a real estate sort of 
way, surely; however, some  grade 
givers are worried that he may not 
know the difference. The distinctions 
between owner and operator are 
bound to get confused, especially for 
The Donald, ...or, The President.

While, Mr. Trump’s achievements 
are many, so are his faults, failures 
and “incompletes”. He is human, 
and as such should get some 
considerations, after all, he did win 
a Presidential election without the 
popular vote . . . over the Clinton 
machine . . . and defeating 16 
Republican candidates . . . having 
previously been a Democrat. He has 
built a political tower from money, 
fame, deal making, and populism.

If he is not self interested, and truly 
a patriot, this might seem a miracle. 
If he is self interested and ego driven, 

Preserving Community 
Virtue

By Pastor Jason Georges
Immanuel Baptist Church

“In God we Trust” was adopted 
as our national motto during the 
Eisenhower administration in 1956. 
The phrase first appeared as a 
national motto in the fourth stanza 
of The Star Spangled Banner written 
by Francis Scott Key in 1814. Open 
your wallet and pull out a dollar bill 
or take a coin from your pocket and 
you will find you have been carrying 
this statement of confidence on your 
very person. “In God we Trust” is 
the national acknowledgement that 
the preservation of our American 
society and way of life requires 
the pleasure of Almighty God. It is 
the self-realization that our power, 
peace, and prosperity are blessings 
provided by God. The motto is a 
faithful reminder.

“In God we Trust” also informs 
a society to uphold the virtues 
that are defined by God. Virtue is 
a stationary target built upon the 
unchanging character of God. Virtue, 
unlike its always fluctuating anthesis 
Vice, remains faithfully clothed in 
immutable truths. A people are 
virtuous when in their behavior they 
exhibit the high moral character 
instructed by God in the Bible. 

“And he said unto him, Why 
callest thou me good? there is none 
good but one, that is, God: but if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments. He saith unto him, 
Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do 
no murder, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Honour 
thy father and thy mother: and, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” - 
Matthew 19:17-19 KJV 

The founders recognized that the 
blessings of God upon our nation 
could only be enjoyed and preserved 
by a virtuous people.

“Only a virtuous people are 
capable of freedom.” - Benjamin 
Franklin

“The virtues of men are of more 
consequence to society than their 
abilities” - Noah Webster

“The propitious smiles of Heaven, 
can never be expected on a nation 
that disregards the eternal rules of 
order and right, which Heaven itself 
has ordained.” - George Washington 

These principles are not 
exclusive to nations but also apply 
to communities.  Communities 
can practice and preserve virtue. 
This spring, Sheriff Brian BeGole 
refreshed the decal markings 
on the county’s patrol vehicles 
to include our national motto: 
“In God we Trust.” What a great 
example by those selected to 
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Battle For American Virtue

Cultural warfare 
threatens the death of 
community virtue

By Dr. Phil Stringer
Author of Transformation

The term “Culture War” has 

become common in describing 
contemporary American life 
and politics.  Robert P. Dugan, 
Jr. (National Association of 
Evangelicals) said:  “We are in the 
midst of raging ‘Kultur-kampf’, a 
cultural war to determine the ways 
of thinking, living, and behaving 
that define a society.”

The following two statements 
are from Dr. James Dobson’s book 
Children at Risk:

“Nothing short of a great Civil War 
of values rages today throughout 
North America.  Two sides with 
vastly differing and incompatible 
world views are locked in bitter 
conflict that permeates every 

level of society . . . Let me put 
it in another way. Children are 
the prize to the winners of the 
second great Civil War.  Those 
who control what young people 
are taught and what they 
experience—what they see, hear, 
think, and believe—will determine 
the future course for the nation.”

A Culture War exists when 
two or more different cultures 
compete to be the mainstream 
in a society.  A Culture War may 
be cold (when the conflict is a 
strong clash of values or ideas), 
or hot (a civil war of violent force 
for control).  For the most part, 
the American Culture War has 
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DISCOVER THE CULTURE WAR 
THAT IS TRANSFORMING AMERICA

When Israel 
Stands Alone
Charles E. Lang, Sr.

The Middle East conflict has 
plagued the world for centuries, 
and nations, perhaps greater 
than ours, have tried and failed 
to solve the Jewish question. The 
difficult answer can be found in 
understanding one man, his family, 
and his covenant with God. 
 
Is the ancient history about 
Abraham’s descendants relevant 

to our circumstances in the world as we know it today? Should 
the story of Abraham’s life have been better left alone to decay 
in some museum or dusty archive? Not a good idea. Does it 
bring anything worthwhile to bear on our present day worldwide 
issues? Yes, it certainly does. 
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Headlines

been cold (though more and more 
liberals are calling for government 
harassment of Christians).

The Scripture warns that those who 
oppose Christianity and Christian 
culture will want to draw people 
away from their faith and values.  
Colossians 2:8 says, “Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.”

This passage begins with the 
strongest possible word of warning—
BEWARE.  This is a very strong warning 
with very serious consequences for 
failure to take this warning seriously.

This is the very important warning:  
There are people who want to “spoil” 
your spiritual life—ruin your faith, 
values, and doctrine.  The reasons 
for this obsession on their part 
will be covered in the next three 
chapters.  Nevertheless, make no 
mistake about it, these people do 
not want to just be free to live in 
personal rebellion against Christian 
truth.  They want to lessen their 
feelings of personal guilt by involving 
as many people in their non-Christian 
lifestyle as possible.  This is why they 
are waging a Culture War against 
Christian values, against Christian 
morality, and against America’s 
historic Christian culture.

THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
CULTURE WAR

It should be remembered that it 
is often hard to persuade adults to 
change their culture.  Because of 
this, the primary targets of the war 
against Christian values are children 

and teenagers.
The Culture War is fought in many 

areas in the United States:
The American news media often 

reports events and evaluates them 
from a non-Christian (or even anti-
Christian) perspective.

The public school system is full of 
non-Christian ideas taught as facts to 
American young people.

The entertainment media often 
provides TV programs, movies, and 
music that promote non-Christian 
values.

In the political arena, many 
politicians campaign against 
Christian values (and a few openly 
campaign for them).  Many politicians 
desperately try to find a way to appear 
to be in the middle.

Many government bureaucrats use 
local, state, and federal programs to 
promote non-Christian values or to 
hinder historic Christian values.

The Culture War shows up in: 
National political campaigns, 
Situation comedies, School board 
meetings, The federal tax code, 
Adoption policies, Health care and 
abortion proposals, Television and 
radio talk shows, Political primaries, 
News coverage, Foreign policy, and 
endless other areas of American life.

It should be noted that in spite of 
all the propaganda to the contrary, 
the Culture War is not something 
that has been declared by Christians.  
Most Christians simply want to be 
left alone to spend time with their 
families and build their churches.  
Historic Christian values were already 
in place in America.  Those opposed 
to such values had to declare the 

Culture War.
After three decades of a cold 

culture war against Christian values, 
large numbers of Christians are 
finally starting to defend their much 
assaulted way of life.  This self-
defense has brought a vicious attack 
upon Christians from those who have 
been at war with Christian values.  In 
a June, 1994, column, Cal Thomas 
comments on these criticisms:

“Susan Estrich, who managed 
Michael Dukakis’ 1988 presidential 
campaign, accused ‘religious 
extremists’ of coming out of the 
closet and beating the system.  That 
used to be called democracy before 
what ought to be called the pagan 
left decided that only people who 
think as they do are entitled to hold 
office. 

These vicious scare tactics aside, 
most people have awakened to 
the fact that something has gone 
dreadfully wrong in America.  We won 
the Cold War, but we have lost the 
Culture War.  More people fear guns 
and drugs in the schools and on the 
streets than they do someone who 
might say a prayer over the public 
address system.”

A warning to the pagan left comes 
from a CNN-USA Today-Gallup survey, 
which reports that most Americans 
prefer a president with strong morals 
to one with compatible political 
views.

The pagan left smears conservative 
Christians by conjuring up images of 
snake handlers and the like because 
it knows it has lost the issues.  It raises 
the specter of imposed morality, but 
cannot defend its imposed morality, 
which has produced, according to the 
Census Bureau, the highest divorce 
rate in the world, the highest teen 

pregnancy rate, the most abortions, 
the highest percentage of children 
raised in single-parent homes, 
the highest percentage of violent 
deaths among the young, and a 
male homicide rate that is five times 
greater than any other developed 
country except Mexico.

Is the pagan left suggesting 
that the imposition of some of the 
Christian rights’s morality would be 
worse than this?

PHILOSOPHY
Colossians 2:8 refers to four 

methods that will be used to “spoil” 
(wage a Culture War against) 
Christianity.  The first is philosophy.  
Although the term philosophy makes 
most people think of a formal class 
in college, the word actually refers to 
the “love of learning.”  While that may 
sound positive rather than negative, 
it deserves a closer look.  Learning is 
not automatically good.  Learning the 
wrong information is damaging.

The attitude of our day is that 
the mere amount of information 
communicated can be the solution 
to all of our problems, regardless 
of the content of the information 
communicated.  For example, in the 
early 1960’s Americans were shocked 
at a two percent teen pregnancy 
rate.  Americans were told that only 
a massive sex education program 
could solve this “crisis.”  Despite the 
howls of protest, the American people 
tolerated huge government programs 
to communicate information about 
sexual relationships.  This information 
was taught in the schools and 
elsewhere.  Tragically, however, much 
of the information communicated 
came from a non-Christian, non-
moral perspective.  After 30 years, 

billions of dollars, and hundreds of 
programs, the teen pregnancy rate 
has risen to 22 percent.  The mere 
“love of learning” has not solved 
the problem, but rather has made it 
worse.

Our society is filled with examples 
of the same approach.  Parents, 
concerned about the modern scourge 
of drugs, have tolerated hundreds of 
new so-called anti-drug programs in 
the schools.  However, many of these 
programs teach young people, “It 
is up to you whether or not you use 
drugs.”  This is the moral equivalent 
of a program citing statistics about 
teen violence and then telling teens, 
“It is up to you whether or not you 
participate in drive-by shootings.”  
While some programs, like “Just Say 
‘NO’” have actually helped, many 
drug programs have actually made 
matters worse.

The same is true with some 
counseling and therapy programs.  
When someone gets into trouble 
today they are automatically referred 
to counselors for therapy without 
knowing what they are going to be 
taught in therapy.

It is interesting to watch those 
“modern” politicians, educators, 
and entertainers who have been 
teaching American young people 
that there are no absolute values.  
The same politicians, educators, and 
entertainers are now decrying the 
epidemic of teen violence.  Yet what 
are those violent teens doing but 
living as if there were no absolute 
values?  Our “modern leaders” have 
communicated their “philosophy” all 
too well.

VAIN DECEIT
This passage also gives warning 

Dr. Phil Stringer & Dr. Doug Levesque

A civil war of values, of ideals, and of moral principles is occurring in 
America today. A Culture War for the future of American civilization 
is taking place. This war will be won or lost in your lifetime and the 
results of this war will be as significant as the results of the War for 
Independence. The war on life, law, family and freedom is being 
fought for dominance of American culture. Will the last vestiges 
of Christian culture be swept away? Or will there be a return to 
the foundations of this nation’s Christian heritage? It is time for 
Christians to engage in the culture war that is transforming America.

“preserve and protect” the citizens 
of our community to make a bold 
statement of confidence in God. 
In 2014 the Shiawassee County 
Commissioner Robert McLaren 
made a motion for the motto “In 
God We Trust” to be displayed in the 
Board of Commissioners chamber, 
the motion was unanimously passed 
making Shiawassee county the first 
in the State to do so. Recently, the 
53rd annual Shiawassee County 
Prayer Breakfast was held and over 
one hundred community leaders in 
business, politics, and education 
gathered to declare: “In God we 
Trust.” Weekly, Pastors that faithfully 
preach the truths of Scripture exhort 
believers to live virtuous lives. 
Everyday, families in our community 
raise and train children to be virtuous 
contributors to society. Virtue is alive 
in Shiawassee county when we 
confidently live by our motto: “In God 
we Trust.” 

“When we are planning for 
posterity, we ought to remember that 

virtue is not hereditary.” - Thomas 
Paine, Common Sense

Every generation must contend 
for virtue. This battle is waged 
against Virtue’s age old enemy Vice. 
Vice, personal moral corruption, 
unhindered by truth comes clothed 
in many costumes. Vice appears 
through drugs and alcohol by making 
moral men act immorally. Vice 
clothes itself in rainbow banners 
singing of a love that is foreign to 
virtue. Vice transports itself upon 
every digital device offering up 
soul harming content for the eye to 
see. Vice exploits the weak to be 

sold for the depraved enjoyment of 
others. Vice masquerades as rights 
while crushing the skulls of the 
innocent. Vice is a lie intended to 
rob communities of the blessings of 
virtue.

“And GOD saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” - Genesis 6:5 KJV

The war is not new, but old. Men 
in the past have been wholly given 
to vice. The result was the removal 

of the promised blessings of virtue 
and replaced with the required hand 
of judgement. But even in the midst 
of vice, virtue can be found, “But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
LORD.” (Genesis 6:8 KJV) The source 
of all virtue is found in the grace of 
God obtained through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus 
is virtue. A virtuous community is 
then the expression of Jesus Christ 
through His believers as they live His 
teachings. Community virtue thrives 
when “In God we Trust” becomes 
the personal declaration of faith in 
Jesus Christ.

(To learn more about what it 
means to trust Jesus read the 
centerfold article entitled “Can you 
DO enough to get to heaven? pg. 6)”

 Continued

 Continued
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Surviving 
this Babylon

The Confident 
Shepherd

READY OR NOT . . . BABYLON 
IS BACK.
Babylon never really died. 
Its pervasive influence 
fades and reappears like an 
unruly evil. Every mighty 
empire has been enticed 
by its attractive smile and 
ancient promises. America 
is no different. Inside such 
bait is always a hook. The 
United States is currently 
in the grips of “mystery, 

Babylon.” Her lies are changing the heart and soul of this 
fine country. Good men and women are being deceived and 
drawn into perdition. Christians are suffering a modern day 
lions’ den. What can be done?

SHEPHERDING IS NOT 
FOR COWARDS
Sheep without a 
shepherd get fearful, 
scattered, sick and 
lost. Without a true 
and properly confident 
shepherd, the flock 
gets targeted by 
predators, stolen, and 
even killed. Shepherds 
are important to the 

general welfare and direction of society’s flocks. Many 
shepherds today have become phony, disillusioned, self-
deceived, neglectful, and even downright corrupt. However, 
it is possible to be a faithful shepherd. Multiple shepherds 
practicing the same skill set as the LORD Himself can turn 
society around. 

Huxley’s Amazingly Accurate 
Prophecies of American Politics

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

The headline is not The Art of the 
Deal , the bestselling biography and 
how-to book by our new entertainer 
President, Donald Trump. It is a 
chapter title of Aldous Huxley’s own 
commentary on his bestselling and 
iconic novel Brave New World. That 
is why it is pertinent today. The topic 
and title are uncanny, and a bit scary. 
Huxley’s Brave New World Revisited 
is not a novel, but a political warning 
twenty years after the dystopian 
thriller. Prophetically, it has to do with 
Donald Trump.

In the novel, a new technological 
Armageddon puts the whole world 
under a scientific dictatorship where 
a citizen’s every move is watched, 
their thoughts seemingly perceived, 
and even their emotions catalogued. 
Written between two world wars, 
it was a futuristic stab at what we 
might become if individual freedoms 
were curtailed. Huxley could not 
have seen the likeness to the new 
oligarchies of Google, Facebook, 
Amazon, and the like. In the 
commentary, written in the 1950’s, 
Huxley reflects on the realities being 
then experienced that the novel 
only foreshadowed. We were on our 
way to a brave new world indeed. 
The chapter title here mentioned is 
preceded by one titled, “Propaganda 
Under a Dictatorship” and followed 
by one entitled, “Brainwashing”. “The 
Arts of Selling” so strikingly reminds 
the current reader of Trumps best-
seller. Considering his incredible 
rise to power It cannot be dismissed. 
Donald Trump became the most 
powerful man in the world in such a 

Huxleyan sort of way. Consider the 
following from this chapter:

“All that is now needed is money 
and a candidate who can be coached 
to look “sincere”. Under the new 
dispensation, political principles and 
plans for specific action have come 
to lose most of their importance. 

The personality of the candidate 
and the way he is projected by the 
advertising experts are the things 
that really matter.” Most modern 
politicians since Kennedy can be 
accused of marketing. Reagan, 

Clinton, and Obama all reflect this 
ideal, but Trump is the epitome of 
this thinking. In fact, it is this thinking 
that the Art of the Deal highlights 
and celebrates. Americans have just 
elected an international real estate 
mogul, a reality TV star, a shameless 
self promoter. Apparently, Huxley had 
us pegged. In Revisited, he calls us 

out. More from the chapter The Arts 
of Selling:

“In one way or another, as 
vigorous he-man or kindly father, 
the candidate must be glamorous. 

He must also be an entertainer who 
never bores his audience. Inured by 
television and radio, that audience 
is accustomed to being distracted 
and does not like to be asked to 
concentrate or make a prolonged 
intellectual effort. All speeches by 
the entertainer-candidate must 
therefore be short and snappy. The 

great issues of the day must be dealt 
with in five minutes at the most - and 
preferably (since the audience will be 
eager to pass on to something a little 
livelier than inflation or the H-bomb) 
in sixty seconds flat.”

Truly we have our entertainer 
candidate a la Twitter followers 
galore. Now that the election is over, 
the Twitter rants against political foes, 
and guffawing of accomplishments 
continues. Fake news is true on CNN, 
and true news is fake on FOX. On 
any given day, the President can be 
bombing Syria or smashing Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Trump can dine 
with the Chinese Premier at Mar-a-
lago, while sending Carriers to North 
Korea, or nominate a conservative 
Supreme Court judge while attack 
Tweeting the conservative Freedom 
caucus. The only enemy is the enemy 
of the arch personality.

And we watch. Powerless and so . 
. .entertained. We have been artfully 
sold a bouquet of lies. The deal of the 
century. A cult of personality. “You 
make me great, and I will make you 
great.”

“And through covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumbereth not.” -2 
Peter 2:3

Finally, Huxley warns: “From a 
pulpit or platform even the most 
conscientious of speakers finds it 
very difficult to tell the whole truth. 
The methods now being used to 
merchandise the political candidate 
as though he were a deodorant 
positively guarantee the electorate 
against ever hearing the truth about 
anything.”

If “at least he is not Hillary” or 
“Obama’s finally gone” is the best 
thing we have going for us then we 
have truly entered a brave new world. 
Voting for the lesser of two evils is 
still installing evil. We keep doing 
it and so the arts of selling are not 
being used for good but for evil. What 
is  being sold and who is selling it 
needs to be an ongoing conversation 
in Trumps America.

When Israel 
Stands Alone

More From BNS Press

In Spite Of: 
The Johnny 
Ashley Story
John Ashley

Finding grace and 
peace in spite of trials 
and tragedy. Johnny 
came into this world 
with multiple congenital 
malformations. He 
endured over forty 
surgeries including two 

heart valve replacements and a kidney transplant. At 
the age of two and a half we discovered Johnny was 
also profoundly deaf. “In Spite of” is how our son Johnny 
lived his life. Despite the many challenges he faced, he 
was an inspiration to all who knew him.

“Donald Trump became the most powerful man in 
the world in such a Huxleyan sort of way.” - Levesque
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it could become a nightmare. A 
report card is in order and especially 
important.in President Trump’s 
case. These grades may determine 
if he is idealistic or pragmatic or 
otherwise driven. Do his first actions 
appear to be Jeffersonian or a bit 
like Nimrod? Is he building a tower 
of freedom or one of Babylonian self 
reputation? Our report card is one 
of fair skepticism.

Passing

1. Supreme Court Nominee 
Gorsuch filling void of Antonin 
Scalia

2. Noble bombing retribution of 
Syrian Sarin gassing of civilians

3. Reset at UN, especially in 
advocating for our ally Israel

4. Strong rhetoric toward 
journalists and media outlets 
behavior

5. Trend toward strengthening 
U.S. Military and allies

Questionable

1. Dismissal of NSA Director Mike 
Flynn, Russian relationships

2. Adoption of Kurdish/Assyrian 
army as our proxy army in Syria

3. Promises on Border security, 

Fair trade and Veterans Admin. 
fixes remain to be seen

Failing

1. Failure to repeal Obamacare/
ACA and vilification of Freedom 
Caucus

2. Accepting the influence of King 
Abdullah of Jordan in proposed 
Middle East peace

3. Reliance on Son in Law Jared 
Kushner as his proxy envoy

4. Immature use of Twitter 
for personal entanglements or 
achievements

All in all, there are more passes 
than fails, but much remains to be 
seen. It has seemed a tumultuous 
100 days. That is the nature of our 
President. It is how he works.

“Create some waves, then surf on 
them” is the Trump Modus Operandi. 
His motives remain shaded from 
view for the time being. Or maybe 
that is a purposed shade from yet 
another kind of Trump Tower. A 
tower of power unlike we have never 
seen.

“And they said, Go to, let us build 
us a city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven; and let us make 
us a name, lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole 
earth.”-Genesis 11:4

Finally, consumer confidence 

indexes seem to be improving, 
which shows that Americans just 
want to get on with daily living. Such 
pragmatism is a mark of American 
political change, but can also signal 
a cultural apathy toward our new 
entertainer President. Maybe we 
are the ones who should be getting 
a societal report card. 

“And the LORD came down to see 
the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded.” -Genesis 
11:5

Other report cards will surely have 
different reflections. Share with us 
your own thoughts.

Headlines
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Trump’s Power Tower

The Arts of 
Selling



by Dr. Phil Stringer
Author of Transformation

Professor L.R. Agnew of the UCLA 
School of Medicine relates the story 
of when he posed this question to his 
students:

“Here is the family history.  The 
father has syphilis.  The mother has 
tuberculosis.  They have already had 
four children.  The first one is blind, 
the second one died.  The third 
child is deaf.  The fourth also has 
tuberculosis. The mother is pregnant 
with her fifth child.  The parents are 
willing to have an abortion if you 
decide they should. What do you 
think? Most of the students decided 
on abortion. “Congratulations!  You 
have just murdered Beethoven.”

It is a common claim that the 
Bible does not say anything about 
abortion.  While the word abortion 
is never used, the Bible teaches 
many truths that made God’s view of 
abortion very clear.

The Scriptures are clear that God 
is the giver of life.  In Deuteronomy 
32:18, the children of Israel were 
rebuked for forgetting the God that 
formed them.  Jacob declared unto 
Rachel that it was God who had 
refused to use her womb to bring 
about new life (Genesis 30:2).  
Later the Scripture says that God 
remembered her and “opened” 
her womb.  It was the Lord who 
shut Hannah’s womb and the Lord 
who opened it.  In Samuel 1, David 
declared that the Lord had given 
him life in his mother’s womb.  In 
Psalm 127:7, the Psalmist wrote, 
“Lo, children are an heritage of the 
LORD: and the fruit of the womb is 
his reward.”

The Scripture also clearly teaches 
that men receive the gift of life from 
the action of God.  “The spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath 
of the Almighty hath given me life.”  
(Job 33:4).  This is more than just a 
natural process.

Human life began when God 
shaped Adam in His own image and 
breathed into him the breath of life.  
“And the LORD God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul.”  (Genesis 
2:7).

This life is transmitted from 
generation to generation in an 
unbroken chain that links Adam and 

Eve with every child conceived in the 
mother’s womb.  When the father’s 
sperm and the mother’s ovum unite, 
another human being is formed.  This 
developing baby, still sheltered in the 
mother’s womb, is a human life as 
surely as a fully developed adult.

THE SANCTITY OF LIFE
Being created in the image of God 

gives life its sanctity—its sacredness.  
This reflection of the image of God 
(and the image of the parents) 
begins when life starts in the womb.  
To arbitrarily destroy life at any point 
is to kill that which God has made in 
His own image.

The Bible is clear that God 
considers the unborn baby to be a 
human being.  Under the God-given 
civil law of Old Testament Israel, if 
men took the life of an unborn baby, 
they were to pay for that life with their 
own.  Exodus 21:22-25:

If men strive, and hurt a woman 
with child, so that her fruit depart 
from her, and yet no  m i s c h i e f 
follow; he shall surely be punished, 
according as the woman’s husband 
will lay  upon him; and he shall pay 
as the judges determine.  And if any 
mischief follow, then  thou shalt 
give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot,  Burning for burning, wound 
for wound, stripe for stripe.

The principles are clear.  If physical 
violence causes a pregnant woman 
to deliver her baby prematurely, 
the baby was to be examined.  If no 
physical harm was done to the child, 
the person responsible would pay a 
financial settlement for the problem 
he had caused.  If physical damage 
had been done to the baby, the 
culprit was to pay for the shedding of 
innocent blood.  This passage makes 
it clear that the life of the unborn 
baby was equal in importance to the 
life of the adult.  The Bible makes 
this truth clear in other ways.  Isaiah 
49:1, “Listen, O isles, unto me; and 
hearken, ye people, from far; The 
LORD hath called me from the womb; 
from the bowels of my mother hath 
he made mention of my name.”

THE HUMANITY OF THE UNBORN
Webster’s Dictionary defines being 

human as having human form or 
attributes.  Can anyone suggest that 
the developing baby does not have 
human form or attributes?  Certainly 

the body exists in human form.  It is 
not a rock, a vegetable, or an animal.  
The developing baby in the mother’s 
womb is a human being with all the 
potential of any other human being 
at any stage of development.

It is also clear in the Scriptures 
that God deals with the baby as 
an unborn person.  Jeremiah 1:5, 
“Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee; and before thou camest 
forth out of the womb I sanctified 
thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations.”  Galatians 1:15 
(speaking about Paul), “But when 
it pleased God, who separated me 
from my mother’s womb, and called 
me by his grace.”

In Psalm 139:13-16 the Holy 
Spirit, through David, clearly declares 
David’s personhood while he was in 
his mother’s womb and the activity of 
God in forming his physical body:

13  For thou hast possessed my 
reins: thou hast covered me in my 
mother’s womb.

14  I will praise thee; for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made: 
marvelous are thy works;  and that 
my soul knoweth right well.

15  My substance was not hid from 
thee, when I was made in secret, and 
curiously wrought in the lowest parts 
of the earth.

16  Thine eyes did see my 
substance, yet being unperfect; and 
in thy book all my members were 
written, which in continuance were 
fashioned, when as yet there was 
none of them.

It is clear that Jeremiah, Paul, and 
David were “precious” while in the 
womb.  The same is true of John the 
Baptist.  The Scriptures declare that 
as Mary shared the good news of 
the coming of the Messiah with her 
cousin Elisabeth, unborn babe, John, 
“leaped in her womb” (Luke 1:41-
44).  The Bible also declared that 
John was filled with the Holy Ghost 
even from his mother’s womb (Luke 
1:15).

It is interesting to note that 
brephos, the Greek word translated 
baby (referring to an unborn baby 
in Luke 1), is also used to describe 
Jesus in the manger (Luke 2:16) 
and Timothy as a child learning the 
Scriptures (II Timothy 3:15).  The 
Scripture makes no distinction 
between an unborn baby, a recently 

born baby, or an infant in the first 
learning stages.

ISSUES OF PERSONHOOD
Tragically, men sometimes make 

the mistake that personhood can 
be granted or taken away by human 
government.  The Nazi position on 
the Jews, the United States Supreme 
Court decision about blacks 
(the Dred Scott case concerning 
slavery), and the modern Roe v. 
Wade case about abortion are three 
primary examples.  Nevertheless, 
personhood is clearly granted by 
God and men must recognize it—not 
presume to determine it.

The importance of the personhood 
of the baby is clear from the terms 
people use in reference to pregnancy.  
When the termination of the life of an 
unborn baby is planned, the child is 
referred to as a “fetus” or “embryo.”  
By contrast, when parents plan to 
keep the child the unborn baby is 
“my baby” or “my child.”  Did you 
ever hear anyone say, “I am going to 
have a little fetus,” or “I am going to 
remove the little baby”?  Our respect 
for human life may be affected by the 
circumstances, but our attitude does 
not determine human life.

In God’s sight, the unborn baby is a 
jewel in His creation.  A 12-week old 
unborn baby is only about 1-2 inches 
long, yet every organ of the human 
body and every attribute of a human 
being is already in place.  How tragic 
that every 20 seconds in this country 
we tear babies such as these from 
the mother’s womb and literally 
discard them.  Every day 4,300 
unborn babies are put to death, 25% 
of all American pregnancies, over 
one million a year.

The Scriptures are very clear that 
God condemns the shedding of 
innocent blood.  Exodus 23:7, “and 
the innocent and righteous slay thou 
not: for I will not justify the wicked, 
that innocent blood be not shed in 
thy land.”  While God condemns 
the shedding of innocent blood, he 
allows the shedding of guilty blood 
in such cases as murder (Exodus 
21:12), rape (Deuteronomy 22:25), 
and incest (Leviticus 18:6, 29).  Every 
time an abortion takes place the 
blood of a living human being is shed.  
What crime has this unborn baby 
committed that justifies shedding its 
blood?  The answer, clearly, is none.  
Every abortion sheds innocent blood.

The Scripture makes it clear that 
believers should do all that is in 
their power to protest the shedding 
of innocent blood and to rescue 
those who are “delivered to death.”  
Proverbs 24:11-12 says:

If thou forbear to deliver them that 
are drawn unto death, and those that 
are ready to be slain; If thou sayest, 
Behold, we knew it not; doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider 
it? and he that keepeth the soul, 
doth not he know it? and shall not he 
render to every man according to his 
works?

Abortion on demand is simply 
the sacrifice of unborn child to the 
whims of a selfish, irresponsible, 
and perverted parent.  Ezekiel 16:20 
declares that we bear our children 
unto the Lord.  Luke 17:2 warns, “It 
were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he 

cast into the sea, than that he should 
offend one of these little ones.”

America is already under the 
judgment of God for violating the 
sanctity of human life (a principle 
upon which this nation was founded).  
As Jack Kemp said:

Every single year, there is the 
tragic silence of a million newborn 
cries that will never be developed; 
Potential we will never see; Books 
never authored; Inventions never 
made . . . the right to life is a gift of 
God, not a gift of the state.

Those who teach that the Bible 
approves of abortion plainly distort 
the Bible.  Those who teach that 
the Bible has nothing to say on the 
subject ignore what is clearly taught.

The Bible is clear in teaching that 
an unborn baby is a living human 
being.  The Bible does not distinguish 
between a baby still in the womb, 
and a newborn baby.  The Bible is 
clear that conception is not solely 
a natural process, but it is a divine 
act of God.  This is why every act of 
intercourse does not produce a baby.  
God treats babies in the womb as 
persons.  Babies in the womb can 
experience emotions (the example 
of John the Baptist proves this).  The 
Bible teaches that God is working in 
our lives both preparing us physically 
and for life while we are still in the 
womb.  God absolutely prohibits 
shedding innocent blood, and He 
hates hands that shed innocent 
blood. (Proverbs 6:16-17).

Abortion cannot be reconciled 
with Christianity.  The most serious 
advocates of abortion recognize that 
they are campaigning against basic 
Christian teaching.  Malcolm Potts 
wrote in a 1970 issue of California 
Medicine Magazine:

It will become necessary and 
acceptable to place relative rather 
than absolute values on such things 
as human lives . . . This is quite 
distinctly at variance with the Judeo-
Christian ethic and carries serious 
philosophical, social, economic, and 
political implications for Western 
society and perhaps for world society. 
The process of eroding the old ethic 
and substituting the new has already 
begun.  It may be seen most clearly 
in changing attitudes toward human 
abortion.  In defiance of the long 
held Western ethic of intrinsic and 
equal values of every human life, 
regardless of its stage, condition, 
or status, abortion is becoming 
accepted by society as moral, right, 
and even necessary.  It is worth 
noting that this shift in public attitude 
has affected the churches, the laws, 
and the public policy rather than the 
reverse.

In no area is the Culture War 
between America’s historic Christian 
culture and the new paganism seen 
more clearly than the debate over 
abortion.
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“Father Knows Best” has 
somehow been replaced by 
“Modern Family”

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Father Knows Best has somehow 
been replaced by Modern Family.  
The Biblical and natural nuclear 
family comprised of father, mother, 
and children has been undermined 
by wholesale divorce, remarriage, 
step families, and multicultural 
acceptance.  While great sympathies 
can be had for broken families, 
and there are positive examples of 
“second” family experiences, the 
normal definition of a family has been 
transformed into any combination 
of people living together under the 
auspice of family. Sometimes very 
tragic circumstances lead to very 
little choice in living arrangements, 
but the circumstantial family must 
be delineated from the Biblical 

family for principle’s sake.  The 
culture depends upon it.  Indeed the 
greatest catalyst to America’s dark 
transformation has been this assault 
upon the family.  It started in the 
garden of Eden when Adam somehow 
failed to protect Eve from the devil’s 
lie, and Eve succumbed to pretense 
of superiority over God, and Adam.  
When divine order was usurped it 
resulted in the catastrophe called 
the fall of mankind.  It is indeed a 
grace that Jesus saves us from this 
state of guilt.  He can also reconcile 
broken families and heal nations, but 
we must revere again, the Holy Word 
and will of God, especially concerning 
the ideal notion of what a family is.

The American Broadcasting 
Corporation is not the first company 
to peddle the wares of an alternative 
family.  Whether sold as a comedy or 
drama, the proper family has been 
mocked for decades.  Sometimes 
the jest would be a portrayal of 
naughty children as funny, or the 

role of bumbling dad as cute.  The 
emotion of a single mother, or good 
wife gone bad added fodder to 
the national conversation through 
the media of television. Divorcee’s 
and step parents were normalized 
through Hollywood charms and New 
York values.  As America laughed 
at these portrayals we displayed 
a soft acceptance of our cultural 
slide.  When we shed a tear for 
the adulterer or sympathized with 
the teen rebel lines were crossed 
in our national psyche.  Was 
America following the lead of movie 
characters or was the silver screen 
just magnifying an underlying fact of 
society’s ills?  Blaming media moguls 
sounds right, but churches and 
Christians must take their fair share 
of the blame.  When pulpits quit 
preaching the absolute definition of 
marriage and family, when the pews 
filled up with divorced persons who 
were almost championed, when re-
marriages were being celebrated by 

excuse laden sermons, defenders of 
traditional marriage began to partner 
with cultural villains

Consider the premise of ABC’s 
show Modern Family as defined on 
Wikipedia:

“Modern Family revolves around 
three different types of families 
(nuclear, step- and same-sex) living 
in the Los Angeles area who are 
interrelated through Jay Pritchett 
and his children, Claire Dunphy (née 
Pritchett) and Mitchell Pritchett. 
Patriarch Jay is remarried to a much 
younger woman, Gloria Delgado 
Pritchett (née Ramirez), a passionate 
Colombian with whom he has a baby 
son, Fulgencio (Joe) Pritchett; and a 
son from Gloria’s previous marriage, 
Manny Delgado. Jay’s daughter Claire 
was a homemaker, but has returned 
to the business world; she is married 
to Phil Dunphy, a real-estate agent 
and self-professed “cool Dad”. They 
have three children- Haley Dunphy, a 
stereotypical ditzy teenage girl; Alex 
Dunphy, a nerdy, smart middle child; 
and Luke Dunphy, the off-beat only 
son. Jay’s lawyer son Mitchell and 
his husband Cameron Tucker have 
an adopted Vietnamese daughter, 
Lily Tucker-Pritchett. As the name 
suggests, this family represents a 
modern-day family and episodes are 
comically based on situations which 
many families encounter in real life.”

This multicultural and often 
vulgar TV sitcom does not hide 
the fact that it indeed mocks the 
wholesome rendition of a family 
in order to celebrate the broken, 
confused and sodomite renditions.  
The personal pains of such living 
are hidden, the national side effects 
are not discussed, and the resultant 
damages are not even existent in 
ABC’s world.  Add to this strange 
doctrine of family, twisted slants on 
news coverage, bizarre children’s 

cartoons, violent and pornographic 
dramas with the result being a 
modern family that is doomed and 
surrounded with no hope.  The 
Bible offers a better picture, a more 
realistic hope, and a society that 
can abound.  Indeed America has 
always been exceptional compared 
with European and Asiatic family 
ideals. We did not start this way.  We 
backslid into it.

The final downward turn into 
familial darkness will be the UN 
proposal of the universal “it”.  This is 
a Satanic delusion where the whole 
world is a global family comprised 
of selfish beings experiencing life 
however they want to with the 
consequences being absorbed by 
the international society.  Of course, 
such a promise is not able to be kept 
by society.  Society, by then, will be 
given over to the strongman, and no 
person will then have a real family to 
stand behind them.

Cling to your family.  Embrace the 
true definition of marriage.  Enlist 
yourself in the defense of proper 
parenting.  Practice enduring love 
toward your spouse, children and 
parents.  The happiest people in life 
are Biblically married with children.  
The most successful culture is one 
that is filled with such examples.

by Dr. Phil Stringer
Author of Transformation

Matthew 6:22-23 says:

The light of the body is the 
eye:  if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall 
be full of light.  But if thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness.  If 
therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness!

The point of this passage is that 
much of our lifestyle is determined 
by how we use our eyes—what 
we choose to look at.  This is why 
Proverbs 4:25 (a passage about 
keeping your heart right with the 
Lord) says, “Let thine eyes look right 
on, and let thine eyelids look straight 
before thee.”  II Peter 2:14 warns 
about people in rebellion towards the 
Lord having “eyes full of adultery.”

• The United States has become 
the pornography capital of the 
world.

• Over 400 different pornographic 

magazines are sold through 
20,000 adult bookstores.

• X-rated cable channels are offered 
on over 400 cable networks.

• There are more outlets selling 
and renting pornographic videos 
than there are McDonald’s 
restaurants.

• X-rated videos account for over 
14% of the video rental market 
and 25% of video sales.  The 
pornography industry has become 
an $8 billion a year industry in the 
United States.

The main argument given in 
favor of pornography is that it is a 
“victimless crime”—that it does not 
hurt anyone.  However, research 
done by professors from Indiana 
University, the University of Kentucky, 
and the University of Houston was 
summarized by psychotherapist 
David A. Scott to give these nine 
warnings:
• Pornography leads to a 

devaluation and depreciation of 
the importance of monogamy, and 
a lack of confidence in marriage 
as a viable institution.

• Porn leads to an increased 

acceptance of premarital and 
extramarital sexuality, and 
increased distrust among sexually 
intimate partners, both married 
and single.

• Pornography makes people twice 
as likely to believe that children 
are a liability and a handicap, 
especially female children.

• Porn leads to diminished 
satisfaction with the physical 
appearance and sexual 
performance of intimate partners.

• Porn leads to an enhanced sense 
of importance of sex without 
emotional involvement.

• Porn creates an appetite for 
more unusual and bizarre 
materials such as those depicting 
sadomasochism and sexual 
violence.

• Initial repulsion and boredom 
toward porn is over-ridden by 
engaging in increasingly bizarre 
sex acts with a greater variety of 
sexual partners.  Such behavior is 
soon perceived as normal.

• Porn leads to insensitivity towards 
victims of sexual violence.  
Exposure to porn leads to a belief 
that such materials do not harm 

even children.
• Porn is used by pedophiles [child 

molesters] to lower children’s 
inhibitions to initiate them 
into specific sexual practices.  
Adolescents who were sexually 
molested as children often begin 
sexually molesting children as 
young as two or three years of 
age.

Dr. James Dobson gives these 
eight warnings about the dangers of 
pornography:
• Depictions of violence against 

women are related to violence 
against women everywhere.  
The most cursory examination 
of the material being marketed 
today makes it clear why that 
is true.  I could not describe 
the offensiveness of these 
publications without being 
pornographic even in this context.

• The use of pornography seems 
to be addictive and progressive 
in nature.  That is, those who 
get hooked on sexually explicit 
material tend to become 
obsessed by their need.  It also 
interferes with the normal sexual 
relationship between husbands 
and wives.

• The river of obscenity which 
floods our homes has reached the 
eyes and ears of children!  Boys 
and girls are finding and viewing 
their parents’ X-rated videos and 
magazines.  They are also being 
bombarded by vile lyrics in rock 
music on radio, television, and 
videos.  Their morals are being 
corrupted by R-rated movies 
which dangerously link sex and 
violence.  They are being shocked 
and titillated by obscenity on 
dial-a-porn phone lines.  And 
on and on it goes.  As a direct 
consequence, psychotherapists 
are seeing increasing numbers 
of disturbed young patients who 
may never enjoy healthy attitudes 
about sex.

• Pornography is degrading and 
humiliating to women [who are] 
deprived of dignity and modesty.  

Men and boys are purchasers of 
this material.  The entire female 
gender has reason to feel used 
and abused by this industry.

• Pornography is often used by 
pedophiles to soften children’s 
defenses against sexual 
exploitation.  They are stripped 
of innocence and subjected 
to brutalities that will be 
remembered for a lifetime.

• Outlets for obscenity are magnets 
for sex-related crimes.  When 
an adult bookstore moves into 
a neighborhood, an array of 
“support services” typically 
develops around it.  Prostitution, 
narcotics, and street crime 
proliferate.  Ask anyone who lives 
near a sex shop.  You will hear an 
immediate protest.

• So-called adult bookstores often 
become cesspools of disease and 
homosexual activity.  In this day 
of concern over AIDS and other 
STD’s, it is difficult to understand 
why local health departments 
have refused to close down these 
foul businesses.

• Finally, pornography is damaging 
to the family in countless ways.  
We are sexual creatures, and the 
physical attraction between males 
and females provides the basis 
for every dimension of marriage 
and parenthood.  Thus, anything 
that interjects itself into that 
relationship must be embraced 
with great caution.

According to an F.B.I. study, 81% 
of sex murderers said their biggest 
sexual interest was pornography 
(1986 Attorney General’s Commission 
on Pornography).  According to the 
March, 1995, Psychology of Living, 
82% of all child molesters admit to 
trying out or imitating behavior that 
they saw depicted in pornography.

The 1986 Attorney General’s 
Commission of Pornography warned 
that:

 A certain percentage 
of adolescents whose first 
sexual experiences are 
triggered  by pornography 
of violent sex, will develop 
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Friend, you 
are more 
than a body! 

Contrary to the message of pop culture, deep 
in your heart you know that there is more to you 
than just flesh, blood, and randomly evolved 
biological substances. You must understand 
that there is much more to you than what you 
shave, shower, and dress every morning!

Jesus said this, “The life is more than meat, 
and the body is more than raiment” (Luke 
12:23). Again God said in His Word, “I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23b). In 
James 2:26 God says, “…the body without the 
spirit is dead….” In 2 Corinthians 4:16, God 
distinguishes between the “outer man”—our 
body—and the “inward man”—our soul and 
spirit, “…though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day.”
More than a body—why is this so important?

Well, first of all, this means you have 
more than just death to anticipate! Think 
about it. If you’re nothing but a body, then all 
you really have to look forward to is death. 
How could anybody really be happy if that’s all 
the future holds? If that is to be
the ultimate final destination of your life, why 
would anything else matter?

Secondly, it means you have value. If you 
are more than a freak biological accident, 
then you are created. If you are created then 
you have value to your Creator. He made you 
for a reason—a purpose. You have significance 
and meaning—and life is more than random 
events strung together by fate.

Thirdly, it means you have hope. There’s 
more than just physical life and death. There’s 
hope that you can get past your present 
difficulties and someday enter into something 
far better.

Ever heard that little phrase “Life’s hard, then 
you die”? Well, that’s a pretty hopeless outlook 
on life, and it’s definitely not what the Bible 
clearly teaches. Yes, life is sometimes very 
hard and very unpredictable. Yes, everyone 
eventually dies. But in God’s message to you, 
there’s more to it! There’s more to life than 
what you can see and more to your story than 
just time itself.

You want 
proof? Okay. 
Conscience.
 
You have a conscience. Here’s what I mean. 
How can biological matter spontaneously 
develop conscience? That’s like saying I can 
hurt my refrigerator’s feelings! Conscience 
is a soul thing—a spiritual thing—and meat 
doesn’t generate spiritual events. Meat is 
just meat—it doesn’t feel good or bad—it just 
sits there and rots once life has departed. I’m 
not trying to be crude, just clear.

Friend, your conscience proves your 
soul’s existence. Conscience  is  your  
internal  knowledge of right and wrong. 
Conscience is your God-given knowledge of 
your Creator and His moral standard in all of 
creation.

The fact that human beings all over planet 
Earth intuitively worship something is proof 
that God has written this in our hearts. It’s a 
part of our spiritual genetics. No matter where 
you go you will find every man worshipping 
someone or something. Even the atheist who 
denies God’s existence chooses to worship 

self—and self becomes god. In Romans 
chapter one, God brings an indictment against 
men who deny what He has clearly written on 
their hearts and revealed in them. He says in 
Romans 1:20, “For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse.” In verse nineteen 
of that same chapter God says that He has 
revealed Himself inside of every human being, 
and  in  verse  twenty-one  He  explains that 
when we willfully choose to deny this inner 
knowledge,  our  hearts  become darkened.
Once again, in Romans 2:15 He says that His 
law is written in our hearts: “Which shew the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness….” So, what 
does all this mean? God says it quite simply in 
Romans 1:20. We are “without excuse.”

To deny the existence of a Creator or His 
interest in our lives is to literally ignore 
our conscience and the truth that God 
has written in our hearts.
This all points to one primary conclusion. Our 
relationship  to  God  must  be  intentionally  
designed to function by faith rather than 
sight. God says it this way, “Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear” 
(Hebrews 11:3). Things which were made 
(that’s you and me) were not made of things 
which do appear (that’s the world around us). 
In other words, who you are, where you came 
from, and where you are going has more to 
do with what you cannot see than with what 
you can see. You cannot see the wind, but 
you know it exists. You cannot see air, but you 
depend upon it for life. You cannot see hope, 
joy, or peace—but you desperately long for 
these in your heart. You cannot see God, but 
you know He exists and your heart longs to be 
loved and accepted fully by Him.

More than a body? You bet! Your body is 
just a temporary dwelling place for the 
real you! God even calls it a “tabernacle” or 
a tent (2 Corinthians 5:1)! Just as you take 
off one set of clothes each night and put on 
another set the next morning, one day you will 
vacate your body. We call this death, which 
literally means “separation.” Your soul will 
vacate its tent. In that moment, your body will 
cease to breathe and move and function, but 
the real you—the inner man—will very much 
continue to live!

Yes, you are much more than a body! Take 
care of yours while you have it, but don’t focus 
so much on the physical that you miss “what 
you cannot see with your eyes”! 

You are soul. You have a conscience. You 
are created and you matter. You have 
value. You have an eternal purpose. You 
have a Creator who longs for you to read the 
clues—to see with your heart what you cannot 
see with your eyes. He has given you plenty 
of information to put two and two together, 
and He is waiting for you to come to Him 
personally.

As we close this chapter, I have a short 
assignment for you. In Ephesians 1:18, there 
is a prayer that states the following: “The eyes 
of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling….” 
In other words, you have a second set of eyes—
the eyes of your understanding, and they may 
or may not be functioning correctly.
Would you pray this simple prayer from a 
sincere heart to God before you continue 
reading?

“God, I understand and accept that I am 
more than a body and that perhaps there is 
much about the spiritual life that I do not see 
or understand. As I read about these things, 
would you open the eyes of my understanding, 
and help me see what I am missing? I sincerely 
want to know the truth. Amen.”

How many 
religions are 
there in the 
world? 
Hundreds? Perhaps thousands?
Just trying to comprehend all the various 
belief systems and religious structures in 
America alone can be mind boggling. Most 
people have their fair share of confusion 
and frustration trying to figure out which 
religion believes what and in what ways they 
are different. In fact, it seems that the latest 
craze is to just toss them all into the same 
category and say, “They’re all the same. 
We’re all going to the same place—just as 
long as we believe”! While that’s convenient, 
it doesn’t really make sense. What these 

religions believe from one to the next varies 
widely. In fact, some are diametrically 
opposed in belief. It sounds nice to conclude 
that “all roads lead to the same place” but 
that theory doesn’t hold water, and it isn’t 
supported by the Bible.

So how do you sift through all the 
religious “fluff” and cut to the heart of 
the matter? How can you know truth from 
error—fact from fiction? How can you discern 
between God’s true design and man’s cheap 
substitute? The answer to these questions are 
more simple than you could ever imagine.

Back to my original question. How many 
religions are there in the world? Would 
you believe two?
The truth is, you can categorize every single 
religion of the world into one of two basic 
categories. You can strip away all externals—
from minor differences to major theological 
divides—and cut right to the heart of the 
matter rather easily. Think of it this way. 
Most religions agree on what we discussed 

in chapter one. Most people acknowledge a 
creator and a spiritual world. It’s defining that 
creator and understanding that spiritual world 
that starts to reveal the differences.

More importantly, it’s how to know the Creator 
and how to enter into a peaceful “afterlife” 
that really separates the groups. In other 
words—how do we reach God, and how do 
we get to Heaven? In some form or fashion, 
most religions of the world are attempting to 
answer these two basic questions. So, how 
can we take so many complicated systems 
of belief and simplify them down to two basic 
belief systems?

Two words: DO or DONE. Remember those 
words, because by the end of this book, they 
will be very important!
First let’s look at the DO religions. These 
religions are, in truth, systems of religions. 
Their central message is “what you must DO to 
gain the approval of God and to earn entrance 
into Heaven.” The general agreement among 
these religions is that man is somehow 

separated from God and must DO something 
to be restored to Him. In these systems God 
is like an upset substitute teacher—and He’s 
really angry that people are misbehaving. 
He’s somewhere up in Heaven, upset with 
the whole human race for doing things that 
displease Him, and He’s expecting everyone 
to make up for their wrongs by DOING good 
things. He’s sitting on His throne, arms folded, 
expecting humanity to compensate or atone 
for their failures by doing good deeds or 
religious things for him.

Now, the definition of “what God wants us to 
DO” varies widely, and thus we have so many 
differing systems of belief, but the core—the 
essence is still the same. The message is 
simply this, “DO.” Do the right stuff, don’t do 
the wrong stuff, and somehow God will grant 
you acceptance into Heaven. It’s like having 
the same macaroni and cheese cooked 
fifty-two different ways. The substance and 
central message of each of these religions 
are identical— “God is upset at you, so you’d 
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Can you DO enough to get to Heaven?

Share with us your decision for the Lord 
Phone: (989) 743-6700 Email: info@immanuelalive.com Website: www.ImmanuelAlive.com/DONE

How Can I Stop “Doing” And Accept What Christ Has Done? “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). Since you can’t physically walk up to God and take eternal life, 
He simply says, “Ask.” Your heart belief  combined  with  your  simple  prayer  of  asking will make it yours. Your internal decision 
to fully trust combined  with  your  external  decision  to  receive  (to ask for it) makes this gift YOURS  instantly! You’re not DOING 
for this gift—you’re deciding. You’re simply making a choice to accept what has already been DONE.

“Good behavior is useless 
against the problem that 
divides us from God”
                       - Cary Schmidt
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Can you DO enough to get to Heaven?

call 989-743-6700 or visit 
iMMaNUElalivE.coM/DoNE to 
rEcEivE a FrEE coPY. 

WaNt to rEaD MorE? 

better start doing good things to make Him 
happy!” In this DO category, every religion has 
a different list of “DOs” and “DON’Ts.” For 
some, the list is extremely long and tedious—
confess your sins, get baptized, give money, 
get confirmed, shave your head, sell flowers at 
the airport, sell literature door to door. The list 
is as endless as the imaginations of men. And 
with every passing decade new religions are 
popping   up with new  lists

For other systems it’s more basic and general—
be good, be nice, generally try to outweigh 
your bad works by your good works. For 
some systems, the list is extreme and even 
bizarre—instituting rituals of self-mutilation, 
child sacrifice, suicide, murder, and painful 
forms of bondage or penance. Either way, the 
basic intent and the central message is the 
same—you must work your way to God. You 
must perform God’s list, DO God’s demands, 
appease God’s anger, and earn God’s 
forgiveness. These systems are the ultimate 
form of religious bondage for millions of people 
all over the planet. They are held hostage to 

fear and are bound to intricate systems of 
religious behavior that they are convinced will 
restore them to God and give them eternal life.
The DO religions vary widely in style and 
structure—they come in many different 
flavors—but they all add up to performance-
based acceptance. God is the taskmaster 
and we humans are the slave labor. In order 
for God to love and accept us, we’d better DO 
things that make Him happy. The saddest thing 
about these systems is that they offer only 
despair and bondage. They leave the human 
heart feeling ultimately rejected by God and 
forever wondering if “I’ve done enough.” They 
characterize God as more of a slave driver than 
a heavenly Father, and they leave your heart 
feeling anything but “close to God.”

These systems fill the heart with nagging 
doubts. What if I missed something? What if I 
haven’t lived up to God’s demands? What if I’m 
doing the wrong list? What if my list is missing 
some critical element? Have I been good 
enough? How good is good enough? What if I 

haven’t been good enough? These systems are 
great for building wealthy, powerful religions 
because they enslave people, but they do 
nothing to relieve the inner fears and yearnings 
of our hearts. They do nothing to heal the 
conscience and truly bring us into God’s favor. 
They do nothing to introduce us personally to 
the loving heavenly Father of whom the Bible 
speaks. You see, the question we must ask 
when looking at these systems is “What has 
God said?” When it comes to being restored to 
God and gaining life with Him, what  are  His 
instructions?

Very few people realize this, but to 
accept any of the DO religions, you must 
basically throw away the central teaching 
of the Bible! Look at these Scriptures for 
yourself and consider what God is saying to 
you…“Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us…” (Titus 3:5). In other words, you cannot 
gain God’s favor by doing good works. Again, 
God says, “Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight…” 

(Romans 3:20). He’s saying, “you cannot justify 
yourself in God’s sight by doing good deeds.” 
Here’s another one, “But to him that worketh  
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” 
(Romans 4:5). In that verse God literally says 
that you cannot do good works to gain God’s 
favor.

How much more clearly can God say it than 
this, “Knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law…”  (Galatians 2:16). God 
goes on to say that His favor cannot be earned. 
He says in Ephesians 2:8–9 that salvation is 
“not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works….” Think about that! “Not of works.” 
What does that mean?
Quite simply—there’s not a DO list on the 
planet—there’s not a religious system 
ever invented that will gain you one little 
bit of favor from God or bring you any closer 
to His presence.

Now I know what you’re thinking. 

“How can this 
be? Surely I 
can please 
God by doing 
good!” 

Hang in there. A good life has its place, but 
remember we’re talking about coming to God 
and relating to Him. We’re talking about being 
restored to Him. We’re not talking about all the 
fringe benefits of being honest, living a good 
life, and giving to charity. We’re asking this 
question—Does “doing these things” gain me 
any “brownie points” with God? If I do them, 
does He approve of me, accept me, forgive me, 
or love me more? Most religions say, “Yes…so 
long as you are doing our list.” In God’s own 
words to you, He says no. It is “not by works 
of righteousness which we have done…” (Titus 
3:5). Over and over again in the Bible God says, 
“You cannot earn your way to me. You cannot 
DO anything to gain my favor or to earn my 
acceptance.” Perhaps one of  the most hard-
hitting ways He  phrases  it is in Isaiah 64:6, 
“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all 
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away.” In that verse, God 
is saying, “There is something so massively 
dividing us, that even your best behavior is 
pointless.” Good behavior is useless against 
the problem that divides us from God. We’ll 
talk more about this later, but for now you 
must understand  that God never tells us that 
performance gains His salvation.

The conclusion of the matter is this. “DO” 
doesn’t cut it. Nowhere in the Bible is 
there even one verse that teaches that 
God accepts me more and forgives my 
sin when I DO the right things. Doing good 
works doesn’t gain favor with God. Why? Well, 
God isn’t as concerned with how I behave as He 
is with who I am. He isn’t as concerned about 
ruling me as He is with relating to me. He’s 
not impressed with a cold religion. He wants 
a close relationship. I don’t DO relationships. I 
DO my chores. We’ll get back to this thought in 
another chapter, but first let’s look at that other 
word—DONE.

DONE. Finished. Complete. Full. Ended. Ready. 
Accomplished. Fulfilled. Perfected. What a 
great word! Though most religions of the world 
fit into the DO category, there is still the DONE 
category!

The true 
message of 
the Bible is 
DONE.
When Jesus was 
hanging on the cross, 
He said these words, 
“It is finished” (John 
19:30). The phrase 
literally means “paid 
in full.” DONE
.
Those were some 
of the last words 
He spoke before 
He died. In that 
moment something 
amazing happened 
in Jerusalem. In the 
temple—a building 
symbolic of God’s 
presence—there was 
a veil separating the 

most sacred representation of God’s presence 
from the outer visible areas. In the moment 
that Jesus died, the veil was miraculously torn 
in half from top to bottom—thrown open for all. 
Suddenly it was as if whatever separated God 
from  man  was  now  completely  removed,  
and  God was inviting all humankind to come 
directly to Him!   It was God saying to the whole 
human race “DONE!”
DONE says “there’s nothing more to DO.” 
The price is paid. The debt is forgiven. The 
atonement is complete. If you try to earn it, 
work for it, or DO something to get it, you’re 
wasting your time. It’s already DONE. Or in the 
words of Jesus on the cross,
“It is finished.”

This is the message of God to the human 
race. “So long as you are busying yourself 
with DOING, you’re missing what I’ve already 
DONE.” The gift is purchased, the table is set, 
there’s no need to DO anything more! All the 
preparations have been made. “Come now, let 
us reason together….” His invitation to you is 
not to DO for Him, but rather to come to Him.
So with all the religions in the world, are there 
really only two? That’s the bottom line. Just 
two. DO or DONE.

Here’s another way to say it: religion or 
relationship. Does God institute systems that 
lead to Him, or does He desire something more 
personal— relational? Maybe the fact that 
He tells us to call Him Dad or Father should 
shed a little light on the situation. He wants a 
relationship with you. And close relationships 
are not a product of DOING, but rather a 
product of BEING or BELONGING. Since you 
are more than a body, and you have a Creator, 
what is the way to know that Creator? What are 
His answers to those two questions—how do I 
come to God and how do I get into Heaven? His 
answers in the Bible are clear.

You can’t earn your way into Heaven. You 
can’t DO anything to get there. You can’t 
perform your way into God’s presence. 
He wants more than an “employee/employer 
relationship.” He wants more than cold religion. 
He wants a close relationship.
Most importantly everything required to close 
the gap between you and God has already 
been DONE. There’s nothing more you can DO 
to earn His favor or gain His salvation.

So, indeed there are just two religions in the 
world. DO and DONE. Are you stuck on DO? 
Are you trapped in a system of performance 
thinking you’re headed in the right direction? 
Are you trying to earn your way to God? I often 
ask people this question, “If you died today, 
would you go to Heaven?” Interestingly, most 
people say, “Yes, I think I would.” When I 
ask “Why?” they answer something like this, 
“Because I’m trying to be a good person, and 
I’ve tried to do good things.” You know what 
they are saying? I’m DOING. Friend, are you 
stuck on DOING? If so, you’re missing the 
central message of the Bible. If you’re 
trusting a performance-based system of 
religion, you’re missing God’s true way of 
coming to Him.

What would you say to that question? What are 
you trusting? DO or DONE? 

Do you have a religion or do you have a 
relationship?

Excerpts from chapters 1-2 of 
DONE by Cary Schmidt

“Good behavior is useless 
against the problem that 
divides us from God”
                       - Cary Schmidt
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Immanuel Wins 2nd State Title
Michigan Association of Christian 
Schools Division II State 
Champions

After finishing the conference 
schedule with a 14-0 record, the 
Immanuel Baptist School varsity boys 
basketball team won the Michigan 
Association of Christian Schools 
Division II State Championship for 
the second time in 4 seasons.

After a tough loss in the State 
Championship last season, Coach 
Tony Nash and his team set out to 
bring the trophy back to Immanuel 
from the very first practice.  With 
an intense focus on defense, 
conditioning and player roles, 
the Immanuel Fire went into the 
tournament as the #1 seed.  In the 
quarterfinals, Immanuel beat 2016 
D1 State Champs Lakecrest Baptist 
Academy and then beat 2016 D2 
State Champs Bridgeport Baptist 
Academy in the semifinals.  They 
went on to defeat Community Baptist 

of Saginaw in the championship 
game 65-48.  Led by senior point 
guard Josiah Levesque who had 
34 points and 5 steels and senior 
center Alex McNally who had 13 
points, 15 rebounds and 5 blocked 
shots.  Junior Jackson Levesque 
added 7 points and 10 steals and 
senior Colton Silvers finished with 7 
points and 3 steals.  “Although we 
are losing 7 seniors, our focus will 
be to get back and defend our title in 
2018” stated coach Nash.

The Immanuel Baptist Girls Varsity 
Team led Coach Jason Georges 
and by seniors Hannah Phillips, 
Audrey Benko, Avery Gibson and 
Christianna Bruce also ended the 
regular season with the number one 
seed and finished as state runner-
ups after an overtime semifinals 
victory.

that Christian values can be 
“spoiled” by “vain deceit.”  Vain 
deceit is asserting as true that for 
which you can offer no evidence.  
You simply assert a principle that 
men in rebellion against God 
desperately want to believe is true.  
You assume that it must be true, 
you offer no evidence, and you 
attack anyone who asks questions 
or requires evidence.  You then 
act as if your principle has been 
proven, and you expect everyone 
else to act accordingly.  Tragically, 
many careless Christians will accept 
the “vain deceit” around them and 
adjust their thinking accordingly.

The following are twenty examples 
of statements based upon “vain 
deceit” that are common in the 
United States today: 

• The United States was founded 
upon principles of secular 

neutrality.
• You cannot legislate morality.
• All cultures are equal.
• A fetus is only a mass of tissue in 

the mother’s womb.
• Abortion is a constitutional right.
• Man is the highest form of 

animal.
• Fossils are scientific evidence for 

the theory of evolution.
• Homosexuality is genetic.
• Spanking is child abuse.
• Sexual activity by unmarried 

teenagers is inevitable.
• Christians are all interested 

in imposing their values on 
everyone.

• Preaching against homosexuality 
is a hate crime.

• Homosexuals never recruit.
• Christianity opposes women.
• The continued existence of our 

planet is threatened by American 
industry.

• Our diversity has made us great.

• Poverty is the root of all crime.
• Consuming alcohol until you are 

drunk is a disease.
• It does not make any difference 

whether there is a father in the 
home or not.

• It is bigotry to prefer one religion 
to another.

Every year, billions of taxpayer 
dollars are spent on programs based 
upon these assumptions, yet the 
problems they are supposed to solve 
only get worse.

TRADITION OF MEN
Colossians 2:8 also warns 

of people having their faith be 
“spoiled” by the “tradition of men.”  
Traditions of men are principles of 
vain deceit that have been repeated 
so often, and for so long, that they 
have been absorbed into a culture.  
The religion of the Pharisees had 
been spoiled just this way.  “But in 
vain do they worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of 
men.”  (Matthew 5:19)

Christians must be very careful to 
scrutinize their thinking and to make 
sure that the principles by which 
they live are based on the Scriptures 
and not on tradition.  This is the 
basis for the process of Christian 
growth called “renewing your mind” 
(Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:23, 
Colossians 3:10).

RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD
In Colossians 2:8, we are also 

warned that evil men will want to 
“spoil” our Christian faith after the 
rudiments of the world.  Rudiments 
is a word that refers to the basics, 
essentials, or fundamentals.  The 
essence of man’s sinful nature is 
its selfishness.  The world refers to 
those systems of men based upon 
the selfishness of man’s sinful 
nature.  When anyone appeals to 
the inherent selfishness of men as 
the basis for electing a politician, 
approving a policy, or promoting 
wickedness, they are appealing to 
the rudiments of the world.

Rather than appealing to the moral 

self-discipline that the Word of God 
and Spirit of God can produce in the 
hearts of men, most modern leaders 
appeal to the worst in man.  As a 
result, our culture is fast becoming 
characterized by rebellion against 
God and all the human tragedy that 
is the result of this rebellion.

NOT AFTER CHRIST
The last phrase of Colossians 

2:8 gives us an infallible standard 
by which to discern the attempts of 
men to spoil our faith.  “And not after 
Christ” is the standard by which we 
recognize the philosophy of men, the 
vain deceit of the human heart, and 
the traditions of men.  The standard 
of Christ-centered thinking is what 
separates us from the rudiments of 
the world.

Christians must learn to be 
careful, Biblical, and Christ-centered 
in their thinking.  They must learn 
to ask, “Where did this idea come 
from?”  They must learn to be on 
guard against those that would spoil 
their faith, morals, and doctrine.

 Continued
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Protectors of Virtue
Christian Community Leaders 
are key to Virtuous Society

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

With America’s affluence, proven 
institutions, and great heritage, why 
is our society so broken today?  Are 
we more moral or less moral?  Has 
racism increased or decreased?  
Is there less corruption?  Less 
confusion?  Less chaos?   Are we 
headed in the right direction at all?  
If society was a flock of sheep, or 
even multiple flocks of sheep, the 
actions of its shepherds would be 
behind its failures and successes. 
We shepherds should take 
responsibility. 

Could an examination of societal 
shepherds - their roles, motivations, 
mistakes, and misperceptions - 
reveal a deeper understanding of 
our national ills than is posited 
on the surface? The answer is a 
resounding YES.  Do media sound-
bites and political finger-pointing 
move past rudimentary problem 
solving to the crux of the matter? 
Unfortunately, they do not.  Will 
shepherds themselves delve into 
the root causes of why they cannot 
turn the tide of societal decay?  Let 
us hope so.  There are answers, and 
there is a path to which shepherds 
can return. Scripture should be our 
guide.  Shepherds are a large part 
of the problem today. We may take 
ownership of that fact.  Properly 
confident Shepherds are the answer 
to the corrupted culture and death 
spiral of society. We may take 
ownership of that fact as well.

The Voice of God
The voice of God is alive through 

scripture and reveals the Shepherd’s 
path. Jesus calls himself the Good 
Shepherd and is our clear example. 

“I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.”  (John 10:11)

King David sang the timeless truth 
of God’s own shepherding skills.  
He tried to mirror these skills as a 
shepherd king himself.

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.  He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters.”  (Psalm 
23:1-2)

Shepherds take care of sheep.  
Sheep need to be taken care of.  
Sheep without a shepherd get 
fearful, scattered, sick and lost.  
Without a true and properly confident 
shepherd, the flock gets targeted by 
predators, stolen, and even killed.  
Shepherds are important to the 
general welfare and direction of 
society’s flocks.  When the shepherds 
become phony, disillusioned, self-
deceived, neglectful, and even 
downright corrupt, the “green 
pastures” referenced in the 23rd 
Psalm, become blood red fields 
of slaughter.  The “still waters” 
become turbulent, spook the flock, 
and lead to the societal discord and 
failure we face today.  However, it is 

possible to be a faithful shepherd.  
Multiple shepherds practicing 
the same skill set as the LORD 
Himself can turn society around.   
Shepherds know that salvation is an 
individual matter, and they excel at 
dealing with individuals. However, 
shepherding society is also our 
responsibility.  It is a lost art that is 
both individual in commitment and 
corporate in execution.  The properly 
confident shepherd can be potent.  A 
community full of properly confident 
shepherds can be unstoppable.

Societal Shepherds
Are you a shepherd?  Consider 

the following partial list of societal 
shepherds, their flocks and their 
personal dilemmas:

The multiple crises in society 
today seem to be overwhelming 
these shepherds’ best efforts.  
Why?  Does redefining our roles 
or lessening the bar of our 
expectations help the situation?  
Any honest evaluation would say no.  
The real problem is, at the core, a 
shepherd problem.  We have turned 
inward instead of upward.  We have 
polished our outward reputations, 
striven to be more efficient, invested 
in innovation, and, in some cases, 
just worked harder.  But the results 
remain mixed.  Society continues 
to race to its death. It is a suicide 
of immensely selfish proportions.  
This author has struggled with these 
issues for twenty-five years and 
prayerfully offers up a Scriptural 

diagnosis and spiritual treatment 
plan for shepherds of every stripe.  
The disease is ugly to observe, and 
the medicine is hard to swallow, but 
for the earnest shepherd they must 
be considered.

We Are Not Hirelings
Hirelings are pretend shepherds.  

They want the benefits without the 
work.  They take the wages without 
the labor.  Most are aware of their 
insufficient status.  Some are 
willfully ignorant of their charlatan 
ways. The sheep mistakenly follow 
these hirelings because sheep 
want and need a shepherd.  When 
society does not offer the real thing, 
hirelings apply for the job. 

“But he that is an hireling, and not 

the shepherd, whose own the sheep 
are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth:  
and the wolf catcheth them, and 
scattereth the sheep.  The hireling 
fleeth, because he is an hireling, 
and careth not for the sheep.”  (John 
10:12-13)

Hirelings are in it for themselves.  
They love a paycheck.  They are 
not good at shepherding and do 
not truly care for the sheep.  They 
abuse sheep, lose sheep, and use 
the flock for their own self-interest.  
They pretend to be serving the 
master and can be recognized by 
true shepherds.  They take credit 
for the work of others, run from real 
threats, and neglect to watch or 
discern.  Not exposing or opposing 

these pseudo-shepherds is also 
part of the problem. 

“And the word of the LORD came 
unto me, saying, Son of man, 
prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the 
shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds 
of Israel that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds feed the 
flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe 
you with the wool, ye kill them that 
are fed: but ye feed not the flock. The 
diseased have ye not strengthened, 
neither have ye healed that which 
was sick, neither have ye bound up 
that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought again that which was 
driven away, neither have ye sought 
that which was lost; but with force 
and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 
And they were scattered, because 
there is no shepherd: and they 
became meat to all the beasts of 
the field, when they were scattered. 
My sheep wandered through all the 
mountains, and upon every high hill: 
yea, my flock was scattered upon all 
the face of the earth, and none did 
search or seek after them.”  (Ezekiel 
34:1-6)

Hirelings are not shepherds.  They 
are false shepherds.  They have a 
false confidence in themselves, and 
they are the main reason for societal 
failure. 

Keep Your Flocks By Night
Of course, the scriptures are filled 

with great shepherd ideals and 
heroic examples.  God loves and uses 
truly confident shepherds!  Take, for 
instance, Adam and Noah, Abraham 
and Isaac, Joseph and David.  The 
best proof of this is the fact that the 
shepherds of Bethlehem were given 
a glorious angelic proclamation 
about our God.  They were given 
privileged information concerning 
the incarnate, virgin-born, manger-
laid, infant Jesus’ birth. They were 
given the very timing, and location!  
“And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this 
child.” (Luke 2:17)  Oh how confident 
they became!  They boldly moved 
society such that, “all they that 
heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them concerning 
this child.” (v. 18) This is possible 
today. Society will go the way of the 
truly confident shepherds!

Dear shepherd, let us re-evaluate 
ourselves and our lack of societal 
effect.  Let us own our errors and 

reinvigorate each other.  This 
was the encouragement from the 
apostle Paul, 

“Paul and Timotheus, the servants 
of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in 
Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, 
with the bishops and deacons: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I thank my God upon 
every remembrance of you, Always 
in every prayer of mine for you all 
making request with joy, For your 
fellowship in the gospel from the 
first day until now; 

Being confident 
of this very thing, 
that he which hath 
begun a good work 
in you will perform 
it until the day of 
Jesus Christ: 

Even as it is meet for me to think 
this of you all, because I have you 
in my heart; inasmuch as both in 
my bonds, and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel, ye all 
are partakers of my grace. For God 
is my record, how greatly I long 
after you all in the bowels of Jesus 
Christ. And this I pray, that your love 
may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment; 
That ye may approve things that are 
excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of 
Christ; Being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God.”  (Philippians 1:1-11)

 Please share the following 
treatise on verse six, and the 
unique confidence Paul both had 
and exemplified for shepherds to 
exercise in the difficult day in which 
we live.  Pastors and shepherds of 
every stripe…get confident!

Shepherd Flock Personal Dilemma
Parents Children I need to be liked more than 

shape character
Pastors Souls I need to stay in power more 

than yield to it
Police Victims I need to stay safe more than  

stop crime
Teachers Students I need to get tenure more than  

give knowledge
Doctors & 
Nurses 

Patients I need to pay bills more than  
care

Coaches Players I need to win more than form 
winners

Politicians Voters I need to get votes more than  
defend right

Soldiers Citizens I need to gain rank more than  
be honorable

Counselors 
 

The Hurting I need significance more than 
they do

Employers Employees I need to get rich more than 
give quality

A non-profit charity that seeks to provide reliable transportation 
for families and individuals in full-time Christian ministry.

Ministry Motors will gladly accept your used vehicle. As a non-profit charity, all giving is tax-deductible. Ministry Motors will issue you a tax-
deductible receipt for the Blue Book value of your vehicle. Any donation will help towards providing reliable transportation for those in need. 

DONATE YOUR USED VEHICLE
210 S. Water Street
Owosso, MI 48867 517-712-0339 Ministry-Motors.org

info@ministry-motors.orgLOCATION CALL ONLINE

Excerpt from 
“The Confident 
Shepherd”
by Dr. Douglas 
Levesque
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By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Religious liberty in early America 
meant the freedom from a state 
sponsored, nationally mandated 
church.  Roman Catholicism and the 
Church of England were examples of 
such religious authorities ultimately 
persecuting other forms of Christian 
expression.  Biblical Christianity that 
differed from the state endorsed 
expressions of faith was often deemed 
heresy, dissent and dangerous.  True 
believers were banished, burned, 
or imprisoned.  Underground 
churches were formed.  Separatists 
fled to frontiers and wilderness 
regions in order to gain freedom of 
religion. Many of the first American 
pilgrims were simply religious and 
therefore political refugees.  Our 
forefathers ensured through the 
first amendment that such tyranny 
would not be possible in their new 
country.  Unfortunately, the freedom 
to obey the Scriptures without 
state interference had morphed 
in the freedom to not only reject 
the Scriptures, but alienate all true 
gospel mandates from government 
offices.  Re-defined, religious liberty 
has become a Babylonian type of 
religious pluralism.

At the time of this writing, President 
Elect Trump has won 80% of the so 
called evangelical vote while at the 
same time touting a dedication to 

“religious pluralism”.  Real threats 
to the original concept of religious 
liberty are coming from both the 
left and right.  The threat may seem 
like a simple misunderstanding or 
mistaken vocabulary, but more often 
the new pluralism is a scheme to 
overthrow the culture of Christianity 
and it’s voice in the halls of power. 

Make no mistake, Pluralism is the 

political lowering of Biblical faith to 
the mandated level of every other 
opinion or religion.  It puts shackles 
on preachers to proclaim sin or 
the “only Jesus saves” message.  
It defines and punishes Christian 
opinion as “hate”, points out true 
believers as the problem in American 
culture, and subtly re-creates a state 
religion.

If the Biblical role of women is 
misogynistic, if warnings against 
accepting homosexuality as a 

civil right are deemed threats, if 
rejection of Islam is called racist, 
then Christians under religious 
pluralism are only one step from civil 
disobedience or worse . . .prison.  An 
even greater danger of accepting 
the pluralism or tolerance mantra 
over true religious liberty is the 
voluntary quieting of churches in 
regards to their evangelistic mission 

in the world.  Gospel witnessing is 
our chief activism, and without it all 
other attempts to affect society will 
be watered down.  Patrick Henry 
said it best, “Give me liberty or 
give me death!”  It was a command 
statement, a didactic sentence, and 
a prophetic truth all at once.

Consider these recent headlines:

“What Are the Limits of ‘Religious 
Liberty?’” -July 7, 2015, The New 

York Times Magazine

“Civil rights or religious liberty - 
what’s on top?” -September 9, 2016, 
The Washington Post

“‘Religious freedom,’ ‘liberty’ just 
‘code words’ for intolerance, U.S. Civil 
Rights chairman says” -September 8, 
2016, Washington Times

These articles all reference the 
battle between backing religious 
liberty advocates, who wish to live in 
a reality that rejects homosexuality as 
normal, and the LGBTQ community 
that wants to mandate its views as a 
civil right forcing American conscience 
to reject the clear admonishments 
of Scripture.  Obviously, this cultural 
and legal conundrum has no real way 
of coexistence, therefore the cultural 
tide turning to pluralism is a form of 

compromise.
The greatest way to preserve 

true religious liberty is to practice 
it.  Preach the Word in season, and 
out of season.  Proclaim the truth of 
Jesus Christ when it is fashionable 
AND when it is illegal.  Call out sin 
when the culture backs it, and when 
all of the courts condemn it.  We are 
living in a surreal time in America 
when political activism and pulpit 
exposition will be deemed the same 
thing, despised by elected officials 
and religious panhandlers alike.  To 
reform our truth in order to comply 
with pluralistic expectations or to 
quiet our voices in order not to offend 
is not an option that our Biblical 
examples or American forefathers 
would consider.  This scenario is 
not the beginning of America’s 
Transformation but the death throes 
of a journey into darkness.  It is not 
the politician’s job to lead in this 
particular cultural wrestling match, 
but pastors and Christians honor to 
stand and face the darkness.

Culture

Religious Liberty vs Pluralism

a fetish, a conditioning, 
that will associate violence 
with sex.  We are training 
rapists and murderers with 
pornography.

This concern is further explained 
in the Commission report:

 
 The commission heard 
testimony in Houston for 
Dr. Victor Cline, Professor of 
Psychology at the University 
of Utah, who also cites 
the work of Dr. James 
McGaugh at the University 
of California, Irvine, on 
memory.  The “research 
suggests that experiences  
at times of emotional (or 
sexual) arousal get locked 
in the brain by the chemical  
epinephrine and become 
virtually impossible to erase.  
These memories, very vivid 
and graphic in nature, keep 
intruding themselves back 
onto the mind’s memory 
screen serving to stimulate 
and arouse the viewer,” 
he said.  “This may help 
explain pornography’s 
addicting effect.  These 
powerfully sexually arousing 
experiences become vivid 
memories which the mind 
‘replays’ stimulating the 
child again and again 
suggesting the need for 
further stimulation . . . Most 
evidence suggests that 
all sexual deviations and 
their variations are learned 
behavior.  I know of no 
good evidence anywhere 
suggesting genetic 
transmission of sexual 
pathology.”

Medical doctor Elizabeth Holland 
warns about the relationship 
between pornography and child 
molestation:

There exist in our nation . 
. . those men and women 
who have been abused, 
who have been damaged 
for life by those who feed 
on pornography . . . who 
have a sickness, who need 
to feed on dirty pictures 
and pornography.  And 
when touching pictures 

and fantasizing and 
looking no longer satisfies 
these people’s insatiable 
appetites, then they move.  
And they move to love 

children.  I know because I 
treat these children.

In his book Exploding the Myths 
That Could Destroy America, Dr. 
Irwin Lutzer makes this statement 
about the influence of pornography 

on marriage:

Those who are addicted to 
pornography soon find that 
the normal relationship 
between a man and a 
woman in marriage loses 
its appeal.  The only way the 

marriage can be sustained, 
if at all, is through bizarre 
forms of sexuality, often 
against the objection of 
one of the partners.  Even 
then one must move on to 
multiple sexual partners 

to continue the wild goose 
chase that inevitably ends 
in the wilderness of guilt, 
frustration, and emptiness.  
As John Drakeford wrote 
in an article entitled 
“The Sexual Mirage,” 
pornography has “strained 

the traditional relationship 
between husband 
and wife. Pornography 
presents an unreal view of 
human sexuality.  It is an 
exaggerated, fantasized 
view. If a husband or wife 

see this perspective as 
the norm, it is going to do 
a great deal of damage to 
the sexual relationship.”  
One-half of all divorces 
take place because of 
adultery; often the adultery 
was encouraged by 
pornography.

God is very careful to warn His 
children about moral purity.  Matthew 
5:27-28 says, “Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery:  But I say 
unto you, That whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already 
in his heart.”  I Thessalonians 4:3-7 
reads:

3  For this is the will of God, 
even your sanctification, 
that ye should abstain from 
fornication:
4  That every one of you 
should know how to possess 
his vessel in sanctification 
and honour;
5 Not in the lust of 
concupiscence, even as the 
Gentiles which know not 
God:
6  That no man go beyond 
and defraud his brother in 
any matter: because that 
the Lord is the avenger 
of all such, as we also 
have forewarned you and 
testified.
7  For God hath not called 
us unto uncleanness, but 
unto holiness.

Finally, II Timothy 2:22 instructs, 
“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of 
a pure heart.”

The importance of moral purity is 
why the patriarch Job said, “I made 
a covenant with mine eyes; why then 
should I think upon a maid?” (Job 
31:1)

 Continued

The Pornography Plague

Excerpt from 
chapter 8 of 
Transformation 
“The War on 
Morality”

Excerpt from 
chapter 12 of 
Transformation 
“Fighting the 
Culture War”
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Damascus Gone in a Day

Does Bible Prophecy Foretell Destruction of Damascus? 

When Damascus Heard the Gospel

Russia says US air strikes in 
Syria came ‘within an inch’ of 
military clash with their forces

http://www.independent.co.uk/

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev has said the US air strike 
on a Syrian air base came “within 
an inch” of militarily clashing with 
their forces.

He said the action taken by 
the Americans was in breach of 
international law and their own 
internal procedures, and accused 
Washington of “barely avoiding 
combat clashes with Russia”.

In a post on Facebook, Mr 
Medvedev said the air strike had 
“completely ruined relations” 
between the two superpowers.

However, the US says it warned 
Russia one hour before it fired 59 
tomahawk cruise missiles at the 
Shayrat air base. 

Syria claims US air strike killed 7 
people, including 4 children

Satellite imagery suggests the 
base that was struck is home 
to Russian special forces and 
military helicopters, part of the 
Kremlin’s effort to help the Syrian 
government fight Islamic State and 
other militant groups.

No Russian personnel were 
caught up in the strike.

Syrian state media has claimed 
that a US missile attack on a 
government air base has killed 
seven people, including four 
children.

Pentagon spokesman Captain 
Jeff Davis said the strike deliberately 
avoided sections of the base where 
the Russians were believed to be 
present.

Briefing reporters on the 
operation, he said the US military 
had “multiple” conversations 
with Russian forces on Thursday 
before the strike, using a line of 
communication that had previously 
been established to prevent an 
accidental clash in Syria during the 
fight against Isis.

By Joel C. Rosenburg
flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com

Earlier this year, a prominent 
Member of Congress asked to 
meet with me in Washington, D.C. I 
thought the topic was going to be the 
possible coming war between Israel 
and Iran. Instead, the official asked, 
“What are your thoughts on Isaiah 
17?” For much of the next hour, 
therefore, we discussed the coming 
judgment of Damascus according 
to Bible prophecy, and how this 
scenario could possibly unfold in 
the coming years in relation to 
other Bible prophecies and current 
geopolitical trends in the Middle 
East. Here is a brief summary of 
what I said.

There are actually two key Biblical 
prophecies that explain that at 
unspecified time in the future, the 
city of Damascus will be completely 
destroyed — judged by God — and 
will not be inhabited again.

* Isaiah 17:1-3 — “The oracle 
concerning Damascus. ‘Behold, 
Damascus is about to be removed 
from being a city and will become a 
fallen ruin. The cities of  Aroer are 
forsaken; they will be for flocks to lie 
down in, and there will be  no one 

to frighten them. The fortified city 
will disappear from Ephraim, and 
sovereignty from Damascus….’”

* Jeremiah 49:23-27 — 
“Concerning Damascus. ‘Hamath 
and Arpad are put to shame, for 

they have heard bad news; they are 
disheartened. There is anxiety by the 
sea, it cannot be calmed. Damascus 

has become helpless; she has 
turned away to flee, and panic has 
gripped her; distress and pangs 
have taken hold of her like a woman 
in childbirth. How the  city of praise 
has not been deserted, the town of 
My joy! Therefore, her young men 
will fall in her streets, and all the 
men of war will be silenced in that 
day,’ declares the Lord of hosts. ‘I 
will  set fire to the wall of Damascus, 
and it will devour the fortified towers 
of Ben-hadad.’”

These prophecies have not 
yet been fulfilled. Damascus is 
one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities on earth. It has 
been attacked, besieged, and 
conquered. But Damascus has 
never been completely destroyed 
and left uninhabited. Yet that is 
exactly what the Bible says will 
happen. The context of Isaiah 17 
and Jeremiah 49 are a series of End 
Times prophecies dealing with God’s 
judgments on Israel’s neighbors 
and enemies leading up to — and 
through — the Tribulation.

By Dr. Douglas Levesque
BibleNation.org

Saul was converted to Christianity 
and became Paul the Apostle while 
traveling on the road to Damascus. 
The voice of the Lord Himself spoke 
to Paul and told him to go into that 
city. Paul was baptized in Damascus 
and immediately preached to 
the people there. It was, after 
Jerusalem, one of the first cities 
to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Many Christians were “born again” in 
Damascus, and were then dispersed 
around the ancient world because 
of the persecutions there. Paul, 
only just narrowly escaped by being 
lowered down the walls of the city 
in a basket of all things. Damascus 
has continued for over two thousand 
years to have a Christian, albeit, 
persecuted community.

At the end of World War One the 
leftovers from the Ottoman Empire 
were divided up in the Sykes Picot 
Agreement, named after the British 
and French Diplomats responsible for 
the strange map lines and national 
boundaries on the map ever since 
then. The various Middle eastern 
nations met in Damascus in order to 
discuss the possibility of a pan Arab 
identity, a so-called Caliphate, but it 

was not to be. Multiple evolutions 
of that idea have been attempted 
since then with varying measures 
of success and failure. Christians 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ have 
always had a marginal place in 
these deliberations. The purveyors 
of Christianity have continually been 

“lowered from a basket” or “shown 
the back door” so to speak from the 
gates of Damascus.

Today, Syrian President Assad’s 
Alawites (A reincarnation cult), 
Islamic extremists (Sunni Muslims), 
Iranian expansionists (Shiite 
Muslims), Russian nationalists 

(Former Communists) and other 
regional powers (Saudis, Israelis, 
Jordanians, Iraqis, Turks, and Kurds), 
as well as the United States are all 
represented as armed interests 
whose strategic flanks include 
the city of Damascus. The oldest 
continually inhabited city in the 

world, highlighted in Scripture since 
the book of Genesis is surrounded 
by nuclear powers just miles away. 
This stare down among the nations 
is not likely to end well. Damascus is 
between a NUKE and a hard place. 
Most Christians have fled once 
again. Damascus has had millennia 
of chances to receive Jesus Christ 
as King. Now Isaiah’s prophecy of 
utter and instant destruction seems 
to be taking shape. “ The burden of 
Damascus . Behold, Damascus is 
taken away from being a city, and 
it shall be a ruinous heap.” Isaiah 
17:1.

Perhaps it is a sign of the times 
and, for the beleaguered Christians 
there, a hope for the promised 
return of Jesus Christ.

“But shewed first unto them of 
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, 
and throughout all the coasts 
of Judaea, and then to the 
Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, and do 
works meet for repentance.” 
-Acts 26:20
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